


ГОДИШНИК 

НА 
СОФИЙСКИЯ УНИВЕРСИТЕТ „СВ. КЛИМЕНТ ОХРИДСКИ“ 

ЦЕНТЪР ЗА СЛАВЯНО-ВИЗАНТИЙСКИ ПРОУЧВАНИЯ „ИВАН ДУЙЧЕВ“ 
Том 104 (23)

ANNUAIRE 

DE 
L’UNIVERSITE DE SOFIA “ST. KLIMENT OHRIDSKI” 

CENTRE DE RECHERCHES SLAVO-BYZANTINES “IVAN DUJČEV” 
Tome 104 (23)

ЖИВОТ В ПРЕХОД НА РИМСКАТА ГРАНИЦА: 

ДОЛНИЯТ ДУНАВ ПРЕЗ IV–VII ВЕК

Z
A
L D A

P
A

M S

LIFE IN TRANSITION ON THE ROMAN BORDER: 

THE LOWER DANUBE, 4
TH

-7
TH

 CENTURIES

СОФИЯ • 2025
УНИВЕРСИТЕТСКО ИЗДАТЕЛСТВО „СВ. КЛИМЕНТ ОХРИДСКИ“



Този сборник е резултат от дейностите, осъществени в рамките на втория етан на 
научно-изследователски проект на тема: „Граници и културни модели: езичество 
vs християнство в контактната зона на дунавския лимес (Малка Скития и 
Втора Мизия през ІV–VІІ в.)“, финансиран чрез „конкурс за финансиране на 
фундаментални научни изследвания – 2021“ от фонд „научни изследвания“ на 
МОН по договор № КП-06-Н60/10 от 17.11.2021 г. Фондът не носи отговорност 
за съдържанието на докладите, представени на научния форум, както и за 
съдържанието на рекламните и други материали за него.

В този том от Годишника на Софийския университет „Свети Климент 
Охридски“, Център за славяно-византийски проучвания „Проф. Иван Дуйчев“, 
са събрани приносни текстове на членовете на научния колектив на проекта, 
както и на други учени от страната и от чужбина, които бяха представени в 
рамките на организирана международна конференция на тема: „Живот в преход 
на римската граница: Долният Дунав през IV–VII век“, проведена в СУ „Св. 
Климент Охридски“ на 10–12 април 2025 г.

Авторите носят отговорност за изказаните от тях научни хипотези.

© 2025 Албена Миланова, Цветелин Степанов, съставители и научни 
             редактори 
©	2025	Цветозар Йотов, редактор
©	2025	Албена Миланова, Александър Иванов, Биляна Торбатова,
		  Боян Тотев, Георги Атанасов, Даниел Томов, Ивайла Попова,
		  Николай Русев, Светлана Тодорова, Сергей Торбатов, 
		  Цветелин Степанов, Constantin Șova, Cristina Paraschiv-Talmaţchi, 
		  Elio Hobdari, Erikson Nikolli, Florin Curta, Gabriel M. Talmaţchi, 
		  Pavel Kuzenkov, Yuri Mogarichev, автори

ISSN – 1311-784X
ISBN 978-954-07-6382-8 (мека подвързия)	
ISBN 978-954-07-6383-5 (pdf)



СЪДЪРЖАНИЕ

CONTENTS

Bilyana Torbatova/Биляна Торбатова, The End of the Pagan Cult 
Infrastructure in the Province of Scythia (according to Archaeological Data) // 
За края на езическата култова инфраструктура в провинция Скития (по 
археологически данни).......................................................................................

Alexander Ivanov/Александър Иванов, Aspects of Christian Urban 
Landscapes in Late Antique Thrace: Unanswered Questions // Аспекти от 
християнизацията на градското пространство в късноантична Тракия: 
въпросите чакат отговор................................................................................

Георги Атанасов/Georgi Atanasov, Специфики на църквите от втора-
та половина на IV и първата половина на V век в Скития и Втора Мизия //  
Particularities of the Churches from the Second Half of the 4th and the First 
Half of the 5th Century in Scythia and Moesia Secunda......................................

Albena Milanova/Албена Миланова, On the Traces of Early Byzantine 
Basilicas in Balchik// По следите на ранновизантийски базилики в Балчик.....

Боян Тотев, Светлана Тодорова/Boyan Totev, Svetlana Todorova, Архе-
ологическият комплекс Шан кая в подножието на крепостта Palmat(ae) 
(Резултати от спасително археологическо проучване през 2023 г.) // 
The Shan Kaya Archaeological Complex at the Foot of the Palmate Fortress 
(Results from the Rescue Archaeological Excavations in 2023).........................

Sergey Torbatov, The Danubian Praesidia of the First Tetrarchs // Дунавски-
те президии на първите тетрарси.................................................................

Constantin Șova/Константин Шова, Altinum/Altina: Aspects of Fortifica-
tion on the Danube Limes // Алтинум/Алтина: аспекти на фортификацията 
по Дунавския лимес...........................................................................................

Cristina Paraschiv-Talmațchi/Кристина Параскив-Талмацки, Scythia at 
the End of Antiquity: the Effects of Avar-Slavic Attacks on the Border Territory //  
Скития в края на Античността: отражението на аваро-славянските 
нападения върху граничната зона...................................................................

Gabriel Mircea Talmațchi/Габриел Мирча Талмацки, New Archaeological 
Research at Tropaeum Traiani (Sector C) and Histria (Sector Metaxa-Constanța) 
and the Situation of Monetary Landmarks Specific to the 6th–7th Centuries AD //  

5

21

39

61

87

99

119

137



Новите археологически проучвания в Тропеум Траяни (сектор C) и Истрия 
(сектор Метакса-Констанца) и ситуацията със специфичните монетни 
маркери за VI–VII век........................................................................................

Николай Русев/Nikolay Russev, Икономическо развитие и търговски 
контакти на Залдапа в периода IV–VII век (по данни от керамиката) //  
Economic Development and Trade Contacts of Zaldapa, 4th–7th Centuries 
(according to Ceramics’ Data)...........................................................................

Florin Curta/Флорин Курта, Deathscapes of Dobrudzha and Crimea: A 
Comparative Approach // Погребалните пространства на Добруджа и 
Крим: сравнителен анализ................................................................................

Yuri Mogarichev, Pavel Kuzenkov/Юри Могаричов, Павел Кузенков, The 
Gothic Diocese in Crimea as an Example of Extraterritorial Church Region of 
Byzantium // Диоцезът Готия в Крим като пример за екстратериториа-
лен църковен регион във Византия...................................................................

Erikson Nikolli, Elio Hobdari/Ериксон Николи, Елио Хобдари, Epirus 
Vetus and Epirus Nova – Defining Internal Borders // Стар Епир и Нов Епир: 
дефиниране на вътрешни граници...................................................................

Цветелин Степанов/Tsvetelin Stepanov, Граничността в юга на днеш-
на Испания (VI–VII в.): историографски обзор и теоретични подходи //  
The Problem of Frontiers in the South of Modern Spain (6th–7th Centuries): 
Historiographic Overview and Theoretical Approaches ...................................

Ивайла Попова/Ivayla Popova, През чужди очи: Западът оглежда Добру-
джа, XV–XVIII век // Through Foreign Eyes: the West Looking at Dobrudja, 
15th–18th Century ................................................................................................

Даниел Томов/Daniel Tomov, Езиковата ситуация в Югоизточна Ру-
мъния. Дистрибуцията на рум. baltă ‘блато’, ‘локва’ в Добруджанския 
ареал // The Language Situation in Southeastern Romania (The Distribution of 
Romanian ‘baltǎ’, “swamp”, “mud” in the Dobrudja Region)..........................

Отговор на рецензия: Tsvetelin Stepanov/ Цветелин Степанов, On 
Writing Reviews, Once Again (and Particularly about One Such “Review” by 
A. Kraft) // Отново за писането на рецензии (по повод на една такава „ре-
цензия“ от А. Крафт)......................................................................................

159

179

193

211

217

237

255

275

281



ГОДИШНИК НА СОФИЙСКИЯ УНИВЕРСИТЕТ „СВ. КЛИМЕНТ ОХРИДСКИ“ 
ЦЕНТЪР ЗА СЛАВЯНО-ВИЗАНТИЙСКИ ПРОУЧВАНИЯ „ИВАН ДУЙЧЕВ“ 

Том 104 (23)

ANNUAIRE DE L’UNIVERSITE DE SOFIA “ST. KLIMENT OHRIDSKI” 
CENTRE DE RECHERCHES SLAVO-BYZANTINES “IVAN DUJČEV” 

Tome 104 (23)

ON THE TRACES OF EARLY BYZANTINE BASILICAS IN 
BALCHIK1 

ALBENA MILANOVA

Abstract: Статията разглежда непубликувани ранновизантийски каменно-пластич-
ни детайли от архитектурната и литургична украса на църквони сгради от терито-
рията на дн. гр. Балчик. Те съставляват малък като обем корпус от силно фрагменти-
ран материал, представен в съпътстващ каталог. Всички са изработени от мрамор. 
Някои са недовършени, което предполага (до)изработването им на място. Повечето са 
открити при археологически разкопки през 70-те и 80-те години на XX в. на укрепения 
хълм Хоризонт, но има и единични находки от Джени баир и Акропола на гръко-римския 
град. Въз основа на архивна информация (Архивът на К. Шкорпил в БАН и археологиче-
ската документация от разкопките в Балчик до 1990 г., съхранявана в Научния архив на 
НАИМ-БАН), съотнесена към беглите сведения от проучвания на румънски археолози 
от 30-те години на XX в. е направен първи опит за частично очертаване на ранно
християнската топография на един от големите градове в провинция Скития в края 
на Античността. Заключенията относно украсата и разположението на тези базилики 
надхвърлят частния проблем за ранновизантийската църквона архитектура в града. Те 
дават нови посоки за размисъл върху спорни въпроси, каквито са името и функциите на 
обширната късноантична крепост в кв. Хоризонт. Предполагаме, че в нея резидира не 
само военна, но и църковна администрация (епископът на Дионисопол), както и цивилно 
население.

Keywords: Early Byzantine sculpture, Dionysopolis, liturgical furnishing, openwork

In 2016, when I made а brief research trip to the Northtern Black Sea coast of 
Bulgaria, I came across interesting openwork marble fragments kept in the Histo
rical Museum of Balchik; they were, however, not an object of my direct interest 
at that time. My memory of them was revived after I have joint the team excavat-

1	 This text is a result of the author‘s research lead as a member of the project „Borders and cultural 
patterns: Paganism vs Christianity in the contact zone of the Danube limes (Scythia Minor and 
Moesia Secunda in the 4th -7th century)“, funded by the National Research Fund of the Ministry of 
Education and Science of Republic of Bulgaria under contract № КП-06-Н60/10 / 17.11.2021.
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ing the nearby Late antique city of Zaldapa, where identical openwork details are 
found in the basilicas 1, 2 and 3 (Атанасов, Йотов, Валериев 2015: 423). A 
few years later, in 2022, as part of the activities of the Project entitled Borders and 
cultural patterns: Paganism vs Christianity in the contact zone of the Danube limes 
(Scythia Minor and Moesia Secunda in the 4th–7th century) funded by the Bulgarian 
National Research Fund (contract № КП-06/10-60/17.11.2021), I had the oppor-
tunity to work again with Balchik Museum’s collection. This time I purposefully 
searched for and documented all architectural pieces that can be attributed to the 
early Byzantine period and a descriptive catalogue of them is added in an appendix 
here below2. The catalogue is completed by the information that I have found in  
K. Škorpil’s archives and the archaeological documentation from the excavations 
conducted between 1972 and 1989 and kept in the Scientific archives of the Na-
tional Institute with Museum of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences. According to 
these sources, the most of the architectural fragments were found during the archae-
ological research conducted in the 1970s and the 1980s on the Late antique fortifi-
cation of the hill now named Horizont. Few of them were found in the Acropolis of 
the ancient city and in the settlement on another, lower hill, named Dzheni bair. All 
are produced of marble and come mostly from Early Christian liturgical furnishing. 

Thus, a series of subjective circumstances directed my interest to this modest 
in quantity and highly fragmented material, which however raises a key problem, 
namely that of the early Christian landscape of Dionysopolis. There exists an abun-
dant literature dedicated to this significant urban center on the western Black Sea 
coast whose origins go back to the time of the Greek colonization in the 6th century 
BC3. Scholars deal mainly with the fortification facilities and their circuit, the an-
cient tomb-mausoleum, the temples, the religious life, the epigraphic and numis-
matic material from the Graeco-Roman classical antiquity. Nowadays its Christian-
izated cityscape remained totally unstudied, despite the fact that Dionysopolis was 
a major center which probably, in the 6th century, became a seat of a bishop, listed 
at the first place as a suffragant of the metropolite of Tomis in the Third Notitia 
Episcopatuum (according to the numeration of J. Darrouzès)4. The question of its 

2	 It is my pleasure to express my deep gratitude to our colleagues from the Museum of History in 
Balchik, and personally to its director Mrs. Radostina Encheva, for the full cooperation to work 
with the museum documentation and materials.

3	 The main bibliography can be found in Димитров 2001, with some updates in Шаранков 2024: 
18-29.

4	 This is a very problematic mediaeval source from the late 8th – mid-9th century, whose archetype 
was a Late antique source, attesting the creation of 14 bishoprics in Scythia after a long period 
of the so-called “Scythian exception” with the bishop of Tomis alone (Darrouzès 1981: 230-245, 
653; Holubeanu 2021: 165-166). There is no consensus among the scholars on the character of 
the paragraph on the province of Scythia in this Notitia – civil or ecclesiastical, neither about the 
Church organization of the province. Some authors consider that the episcopal network with 14 
suffragants and a metropolite in Tomis was established ca. 519-520 (Торбатов 2004: 24 and the 
studies cited there). Other propose this event to be dated in the period between 534 and the middle of 
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early Christian topography has not been addrressed, probably because of the lack of 
sufficient data. Here I will argue, that the unpublished marble architectural details 
coming from different zones of today Balchik’s territory, most of them stored in 
the town’s Historical Museum, as well as the cursory information in publications, 
mainly by Romanian authors during the time of the Romanian rule over Dobrudja 
(1913-1940), allow us to make some assumptions in this regard.

When it comes to Christian topography of Dionysopolis, the first question is 
where the early Byzantine city with this name was located, a problem that is still de-
batable. The Graeco-Roman city was founded on the second coastal terrace, where 
is the modern city center (Шкорпил 1912: 47-52; Tafrali 1927: 29, 31, pl. IV; 
Димитров 1986: 90-94; Димитров 1990: 26-29). At the end of the 2nd and the 
beginning of the 3rd century it expanded to the north, and in the 4th century to the 
south (Fig.1) (Димитров 2001: 61, 63-64, 69-73, 81-82). Its fortified territory in 
Late Antiquity is not securely established. According to M. Dimitrov (Димитров 
1986: 95-97; Димитров 2001: 88-133), who directed the most intensive archaeo-
logical excavations in the 20th century, after the great deluge during the reign of the 
Emperor Justinian I (527-565) caused by an underwater earthquake in A.D. 544/45, 
which was reported by Theophan the Confessor (ГИБИ IV: 239) and later Byzantine  
authors (ГИБИ XI: 205), the coastal site was abandoned and the population shifted 
to the high plateau north of the old town (today’s Horizont neighborhood). In this 
new location, the construction of a huge fortress had already begun around the end 
of the 5th – the beginning of the 6th century under the Emperor Anastasius I (491-
518) (according to the earliest discovered coins and to the similarity of its masonry 
to that of the Long Wall in front of Constantinople)5. It seems that this was the largest 
known fortification for the whole territory of today’s Bulgaria. Its dimensions vary 
between 36 ha (Димитров 1990: 31) and no more than 15 ha (Торбатов 2002: 
265). Its construction was accelerated and finalized during the reign of Justinian I 
(527-565) in relation to the tsunami of A.D. 544-545, which pushed the urban popu-
lation to move on the highest plateau nearby. Thus, a kind of twin city was created –  
Dionysopolis-2 (Fig. 1). So, according to M. Dimitrov and other researchers, after 
the sea disaster, the early Byzantine city of Dionysopolis was relocated on Horizont 
district (Димитров 2001: 88-133; Енчева 2021: 51), where, previously, one of the 
ancient city’s necropolis developped6. 

the 6th century (Holubeanu 2021: 178), or the middle of the 6th century (Atanasov, Valeriev 2020:47). 
Recently D. Moreau strongly insists on a provincial Christian administration based only on one 
bishop in the provincial capital Tomis (Moreau, in print). 

5	 The discovery of non-funeral materials dating from the 4th centuary AD during the latest 
archaeological campaigns raises the question of the existence of earlier settlement there or of an 
earlier construction phase of the fortification – see Кирилов 2021: 39.

6	 Tumuli and graves with cremation or inhumation dating back from 4th–3rd c. B.C. and 2nd–4th c. 
A.D. have been discovered beneath the Early Byzantine layer (Димитров 2001: 66-67, 79-80, 
120; Овчаров, Меламед, Димитров и др. 1986: 150; Колева, Кирилов, Енчева 2010: 530) 
testifying for the location of a necropolis of the Hellenistic and Roman city. 
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Nowadays, this thesis does not enjoy popularity anymore. Firstly, because there 
is no reliable archaeological data for a sudden cessation of life on the seaside terrac-
es (Торбатов 2002: 261-263). Thus, in the last decade, during rescue excavations 
on the area of Temelkov Inn/Han in 2014, which is on the Acropolis7, a vaulted 
early Byzantine building of careless construction, but housing a marble cladding 
and destroyed by a fire, was discovered. It dates back to the 6th–early 7th centuries 
according to household ceramics and amphorae (Тотев, Добрев, Енчева 2015: 
269) and testifies for the continuity of life there posteriorly of the sinistrous event. 
In addition, the sea storm and the rising of the sea level was of temporary effect as 
it is explicitly mentioned in the texts telling us that the sea soon receded. It can be 
expected that the population has returned to the vicinity of the sea and the harbour, 
which were fundamental for its economic activities.

The prevailing opinion among the scholars today seems to be that of the exis-
tence of two parallel and not consecutive early Byzantine settlements with different 
characteristics, and also, most probably, with different names and functions: the 
one on Horizont plateau being initialy planned as a strict military garrison for-
tress, while Dionysopolis on the sea line continued to be inhabited by civilians 
(Торбатов 2002: 261-270; Кирилов 2021: 37-38; Шаранков 2024: 23, бел. 12). 
Probably soon after the construction of the new fortified site on Horizont, especially 
after the flood in 540s, its initial functions and aspect changed and, during the sec-
ond half of the 6th and the early 7th century, its urban transformation was achieved 
(Торбатов 2002: 268-269, 449-450; Торбатов 2004: 24-25)8. The coins from 
Horizont and the vicinity of Balchik, publishe by Prof. Ivan Yordanov, confirm the 
economic expansion of the city from the mid-6th century on, showing the greatest 
monetary inflow and circulation precisely in the period 550-580, that is after the 
large-scale flood (Йорданов 1990: 52). The most numerous ceramics findings also 
date back to the second half of the 6th and the 7th centuries (Меламед 1990: 91-93). 

Accepting this thesis of coexistence of two sites from at least the beginning of 
the 6th century on, we face a new problem: how were they named? This tricky ques-
tion is quite important for our study because if we know which one was named at 
that time Dionysopolis, we will be able to localize at that place the cathedral church 
of the cited bishop of Dionysopolis. The proposed transfer of the toponym Dionyso
polis around the middle of the 6th century from the ancient coastal city to the early 

7	 A century ago, at this place, Škorpil brothers discovered the tomb of an antique physician 
(Шкорпил 1912: 52-62), re-excavated by O. Taflrali in 1920. Later, other built structures were 
found and identified as a precinct’s sector with U-shaped and round towers (Димитров 1986: 95-
96), with critical precision of their dating after the 4th century (Торбатов 2002: 263). 

8	 Chavdar Kirilov does not accept this urban transformation of Hoziont site, which, he believes, 
doesn’t accommodate civilian population but only a huge Byzantine military garrison until as late 
as the 9th century (Кирилов 2021: 37). Such a thesis is not enough convincing for me. Horizont, 
whose construction started by Emperor Anasthasius, would be the only exception in this emperor’s 
fortification program which targeted only civilian settlements contrary to the military ones from 
the time of Justinian I (Торбатов 2002: 448).



On the traces of early Byzantine basilicas in Balchik 65

Byzantine fortified settlement in Horizont (Dimitrov 2001, 84) is presumed, but it 
is logical and cannot be entirely rejected for now (Торбатов 2002: 270, 450). An 
opinion has been expressed that after the flood of A.D. 544/545 Dionysopolis was 
renamed Matiopol/Ματιόπολις – an unique toponym mentioned in the anonymous 
„Periplus Ponti Euxini“ compiled in the second half of the 6th century9. This ten-
tative hypothesis was recently rejected by the epigraphist Nikolay Sharankov, who 
pointed out the chronological sequence of toponyms in the source: first Crouni, then 
Matiopolis and finally Dionysopolis (see below, note 9). Consequently, the name 
Matiopolis is earlier than Dionysopolis and cannot be attributed to city of the later 
period. In his reading Sharankov follows the old opinions (Tafrali 1927: 11). In 
addition, the same author adds that the adjective μάταιος as „empty“ has a strongly 
negative meaning and is used only in a figurative sense, never for space or surface 
qualifications. There is still no conclusive assumption, but he suggests that Matiop-
olis should be thought of as ματ(ρ)ιπολις, i.e. a misunderstood by the compiler of 
a common name for a metropolis or for a city named after the (Pontic) Mother of 
the Gods (Шаранков 2024: 287-289), whose temple is situated in the coastal city 
(Лазаренко и др. 2013). Whatever the meaning of the toponym of Ματιόπολις, 
both authors recently concerned by its interpretation, connect it with the ancient 
settlement near the port. Thus, the old and well-established in the administrative 
and everyday vocabulary toponym of Dionysopolis remains “vacant” and could 
be “applied” to the new center on Horizont. The latter became the dominant urban 
nucleus even if the zone of the earlier harbourg city was partially revived after 
the tsumani. Thus, it is not excuded that this new urban center began to be identi-
fied from the second half of the 6th century onwards with Dionysopolis (Торбатов 
2002: 450). However, we cannot neglect two facts contesting this assumption. First-
ly, in the time of established Christianity, it was hardly appropriate to name a newly 
created settelement after a pagan deity. Secondly, the archaeology suggests a huge 
building activity on Horizont during the regn of Justinian I, but Procopius doesn’t 
cite Dionysopolis among Emperor’s fortification works that means the place had 
another name. In my opinion, the fragments of liturgical sculpture that I will pre
sent help to clarify the apparent contradiction. They testify to the existence of a 
probable cathedral church in Horizont which could accommodate the bishop of 
Dionysopolis cited in the Third Notitia and the lack of the toponym in Procopius’ 
book might be an author’s ommison.

9	 This assumption rejects the largely accepted before opinion about Ματιόπολις as an author’s 
mistake. The new idea of flooded Dionysopolis becoming Ματιόπολις is based on two arguments: 
first, the information in this text precising that: „This Dionysopolis was first called Crouni because 
of the waters pouring out nearby, and then it was renamed Matiopolis. Later, after a statue of 
Dionysus was thrown out of the sea at this place, they say that it was renamed Dionysopolis...“; 
and secondly, the meaning of the adjective μάταιος in Greek as ‚desolate, abandoned city‘, as the 
ancient harbor city must have been looking after the flood of A.D. 544-45 (Торбатов 2004).
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Let’s turn now to the scarce data on early Christian architecture from the terri-
tory of modern Balchik that give some new directions of reflexion in terms of both 
the connection between the Graeco-Roman Dionysopolis and the early Byzantine 
fortification of the Horizont plateau, as well as the name and the functions of the 
latter. What do we know about the early Byzantine churches in Balchik?

In his recent book on early Christian architecture in the province of Scythia, 
Ioan Iaţu repeats in an abbreviated version the information available in Romanian 
literature about two basilicas in Balchik, without, however, any photos and plans, 
which makes it insufficiently useful (Iaţu 2021: 56-57). In the 1930s, Balchik’s mu-
nicipality planned and funded archaeological excavations in the city centre where 
many ruins appeared or were supposed to exist10. The Romanian archaeologist 
Vladimir Dimistrescu, deputy-director of the National Museum of the Antiquities, 
found monumental remains on the Acropolis, near the church of “St. George“ (then 
renamed the Romanian church „St. Trinity“) and the eastern Hellenistic prescint 
(Димитров 1986: 94). He discovered parallel walls with an orientation E-W, 1.20 
m thick, preserved at a height of 3.00 m, carefully built with stones and mortar. 
This gave grounds to Prof. Paul Nicorescu to identify it as a Christian basilica. East-
ernmost, its walls continue to the end of the plateau of the Acropolis. A Byzantine 
Corinthian capital was also found there (Vulpe 1935: 188-190; Vulpe 1938: 47-51). 
Although there is no mention of an apse, the location on the Acropolis, in close 
proximity to previous (Dionysos’ temple?) and later (a Christian church and an Ot-
toman mosque) religious buildings, and the widespread phenomenon of inheriting 
the sacred places, give additional arguments to the existence of an early Christian 
basilica in this place. 

From this or another basilica in the city originates another early Byzantine 
Corinthian capital, which K. Shkorpil has transferred from Balchik to the Varna 
Museum (Cat. 1, Fig. 2). It belongs to the category of rather simple, small and 
widely produced Proconnesean capitals between the end of the 5th and the middle 
of the 6th century11. They have a single row of four acanthus leaves at the edges, 
and a widely open “V-shaped” volutes. These capitals fit in the type V, according 
to Kautzsch (1938: 59-61), whose classification was further refined (Betsch 1977: 
217 f.; Pralong 2000: 83-89)12. The cylindric shape calathus, the highly stylized 
acanthus leaves reproduced in decidedly graphic taste with a deeply undercut geo-
metric spaces between the touching lobes of contiguous leaves illusory creating the 
10	 A few years earlier, O. Tafrali outlined the area of expected important archaeological discoveries 

namely around the St. Trinity/St. George church, Sulak Mosque, the Queen Mary square and the 
Temelkov Inn (Tafrali 1927: 31).

11	 The earliest dated capitals of this type are those of San Apollinare Nuovo in Ravenna, erected 
as palatine church by King Theoderic, most probably at the beginning of his reign ca. 495-500 
(Betsch 1977: 219).

12	 Both authors do not accept the separation between V-shaped and lyra-shaped capitals (types V and 
VI of Kautzsch) and use other criteria for types subdivisions as the inner helices and their relation 
to the acanthus raw and the abacus.
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effect of the so-called “mask of acanthus” are all elements pointing to the 6th, rather 
the 5th, century date. The four “teeth” of the mask instead of the characteristic two 
of the 5th century confirms its attribution to the next century (Betsch 1977: 219). 
Because of its visually deduced small dimensions, it belongs to the ciborium or an 
altar screen of a basilica. 

A small fragment of a transеnna from the same area (Cat. 14, Fig. 4) may be 
associated also with the religious building. Its almost twice the thickness of all sim-
ilar details indicates that it may be a part of a church window. An identical example 
could be found in Zaldapa (Fig. 5).

An early Christian temple on the territory of the ancient Dionysopolis13 is ev-
idenced also by the marble reliquary in the shape of a sarcophagus, discovered in 
2003 (Fig. 6), which is one of the only four known boxes for holy relics from the 
whole province14. It is also dated to the 6th century and belongs to a widespread type 
in the Black Sea region and Syria. Although it has the most common form for reli-
quaries throughout the East (type I, according to Comte 2012: 64-65, 71), the spec-
imen shows several peculiarities. Firstly, the molding of the face sides is clumsy and 
its scheme is poorly understood (Cat. 25). If we compare it with similar reliquaries 
(Minchev 2003: 27), the compromise quality in the execution is even more visible 
and points to local imitative production. Secondly, in sarcophagus-like reliquaries, 
the usual form of veneration of the relics stored in them is by contact through a 
small opening or by circulating liquid, for which two openings are carved (Comte 
2012: 64, 71, 73). In the specimen from Balchik, such openings are missing. There 
is not even a pseudo-opening, as in the example from Varna. The absence of open-
ings seems to be a characteristic of the reliquaries of this form from Bulgaria. This 
shows that they were not accessible for veneration through contact, but were placed 
in reliquary niches (loculi), crypts or altars. Such would have been the function of 
the specimen from Balchik. Although this type of object is movable and could be 
transferred from anywhere, the commented features indicate that it was made and 
used in a local environment. 

Therefore, all these marble pieces and architectural ruins strongly suggest the 
existence of at least one basilica in the Acropolis of Dionysopolis. This conclusion 
could be further supported by the historical memory of the local population for the 
existence of an old monastery (Иречек 1974: 900). According to the architectural 
sculpture, the church might be dated before the middle of the 6th century and conse-
quently before the flood of 544/5. 

I suppose that a second basilica was built in the 6th century, on the territory of 
the fortress on the surmounting plateau, although Ch. Kirilov, who in the last 15 

13	 This provenance is registered in the Inventory book of Historical museum in Balchik, but in the 
publication of Al. Minchev it appears as finding on Horizont (Minchev 2003: 27).  

14	 The others are the glass reliquary from Tomis’ basilica on the Street of the Revolution in Constanţa, 
a fragment of marble one from the same town found out of context, and a silver one from Sucidava 
(Iatçu 2012: 117-118; Achim 2025: 69, note 45).
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years has resumed the research in Horizont, claims that there is no evidence of the 
presence of a church and only sparse traces of civilian life are detectable thus un-
derling the strong military caracter of the occupation (Kirilov 2021: 37). Contrary 
to this assumption, M. Dimitrov mentioned, although quite vaguely and without any 
context or images, a “church or a basilica building” inside the fortress. His interpre-
tation is based upon the “mortars, marble and stone (limestone?, A.M.) columns, a 
column decorated with an „ovoid“ ornament, used as a cornice on the window of 
a religious building” (Димитров 2001:118). The latter piece in fact underwent an 
opposite transformation – a Roman window (?) cornich from the 2nd century was 
recut to become a biforian window column with integrated base and capital for an 
early Christian basilica (Cat. 3, Fig. 7) (Досева 2026: 97-98, 103 f.). 

The existence of a church is further supported by the unpublished architectural 
pieces collected in the present catalogue. Quite a few of them are elements of a sanc-
tuary screen. Among them there is a part of a marble pillar with a base for a small 
column carring a high altar screen (Cat. 4, Fig. 8), a chancel type developed after 
the mid-5th century. A fragment of a double side ornamented plaque (Cat. 7, Fig. 11) 
and nine fragments of floral (Cat. 8-13, Figs. 12-17) and geometric motifs (Cat. 15-
17, Figs. 18-20) belong to openwork marble slabs set between these pillar-columns. 
Their state of conservation doesn’t allow any reconstruction of the exact decorative 
composition. But the four- or five-leaf palmettes combined with crosses inscribed in 
circular or polygonal moulded strips is quite a common pattern for this type of furni-
shure during the 5th–6th centuries. The back side of the plaques, which was turned to 
the sanctuary, is quite rude, in some pieces almost unarticulated hardy worked mass 
(Figs. 12-16). In one palmette (Fig. 14), the material between two contingent leaves 
is not even completely removed, demonstrating some carelessness or business. At 
the same time, this, and the non-finished pillar (Cat. 5, Fig. 9) evince localy finishing 
of the decoration made by imported Proconnesean marble.

Probably fragments of door and window lintels (Cat. 18-19; Figs. 25-26), as well 
as elements of marble wall cladding (Cat. 20-24; Fig. 27) belong to the same build-
ing15. Most of these pieces seem to have been found in the southwestern edge of 
the fortress and within the big enclosed complex along the main street easternward 
of the western gate toward the city-center. They are not in their original context, as 
one could conclude from the excavations’ diaries. А bottom of a polycandilon glass 
among the findings of this area witnesses also the existence of a Christian temple16. 

Althought the archaeological research of the last 53 years doesn’t present any 
evident architectural remains that could be identified as a church, the location of 
a nicely decorated basilica in Horizont hill is furhter suggested by the scare in-
formation concerning the Romanian excavations done shortly before 1940, whose 

15	 There are much more fragments of marble wall veneer (inv. # 3132, 3138, 3139, 3266-3269, 
3286) some of them with traces of mortar on one side (M. Dimitrov, Report on the archaeological 
excavations in the early Bulgarian fortress in Balckik, 1978 – Scientific Archives – NAIM-BAS).

16	 Field diary for the excavations in 1980, small finding number 14.
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results were not really published. At that time, Paul Nicorescu and D. V. Rosetti 
discovered, almost entirely, a basilica situated 4 km north of Balchik (Barnea 1948: 
230, note 5). It is described as one of the rare single-nave churches in Scythia 
(Barnea 1977: 122-123, 179-180; Achim 2025: 55-56, figs. 5.4a-4b). Its polygonal 
apse was first three-sided and then was reconstructed as pentagonal. Of particular 
importance to us is that the Romanian archaeologists unearthed openwork chancel 
plaques, as we did in the Museum stockage room. A plan of the building was pre-
pared by the architect Ștefan Balș, but it is not published, neither are any images of 
the transennae. However, it is unusual for small single-nave churches to receive ex-
pensive openwork decorations and to have polygonal apses. There are two possible 
explanations for this paradox. First possibility: the single-nave plan is the result of 
medieval reconstruction, mentioned by I. Barnea, of an originally usual three-nave 
basilica. Second one: the sigle-nave basilica is an earlier church (see Атанасов in 
this volume) enlarged and embellished in the 6th century. Latter explation seems 
more acceptable since Barnea’s argument for the mediaeval rework lays on the ex-
istence of buttresses outside to the apse. But similar efforts for reinforcing the apse 
vault and the galleries have analogies in other early Byzantine churches, as a.e. 
basilica 3 in Zaldapa. The lack of published material and the inaccessibility to the 
Romanian archival documents don’t allow any founded conclusion17, if not that with 
its polygonal apse and openwork decoration the church follows prototypes from 
the capital Constantinople. It might be erected on an important site and not within 
a small fortification or a rural settlement. The only one in the immidiate northern 
vicinity of Dionysopolis is the large, fortified settlement in Horizont (the 4 km 
mentioned by the Romanian archeologists must be given by road distance because 
directly it is only 1-1,2 km away). I suppose it is the same basilica from which the 
marble decorative elements found during the excavations on Horizont in the 1970s 
and 1980s were originated, or, less logical, an extramuros basilica. 

The openwork plaques give us important information for this church. They are 
among the most luxurious and relatively rare objects, typical for the decoration of 
the liturgical installations mainly in the 5th and especially in the first half of the 6th 
century. The zenith of their distribution is the second quarter of the 6th century and 
the decline of their production comes with the plague pandemy of 542 (Russo 2023: 
53 f.). They found exact parallels in the church decoration known from other sites 
in Scythia, such as Tomis (Radulescu 1966: 69-70, figs. 45-46), Histria (Bounegru, 
Iaţcu 2007: 58-63, pl. XXXI-XLII) and Zaldapa (Торбатов 2000: 55-56, обр. 30,5; 
Atanasov, Valeriev 2021: 61, fig. 25a-c) (Figs 21-24). The materials from Balchik 
show greater similarities with those from Tomi and especially from Zaldapa than 
with those from Istria. In the latter, only 3-leaf palmettes are found, and the cross-
es have a different form. In Scythia, similar slabs are known only from episcopal 

17	 We were not given access to the documentation in the Archives of the Archaeological Institut 
“Vasile Pârvan” in Bucarest, despite our two official demands.
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basilicas. Zaldapa is a kind of exception because transennae have been found also 
in the non-episcopal basilica 1. The reasons for this is the simultaneous erection of 
both churches – the bishopric basilica 3 and the smaller basilica 1 situated near the 
south-western gate of the town18. Consequently, one could assume that in Balchik 
too, the transennae were used in the decoration of the episcopal basilica of the Late 
antique city, and the bishop’s residence must therefore be in Horizont. 

Since the bishop mentioned in the third Notitia as the bishop of Dionysopolis 
seated in the newly built fortress on the plateau, the latter seems to use the old city 
name, even if the life continue in some neighborhoods on the sea terraces. If my hy-
pothesis is correct, it gives more arguments to Marin Dimitrov’s thesis concerning 
the name of the new settlement. 

Furthemore, the presence of an episcopal seat with a basilica displaying luxury 
furnished interior and the scale of the huge early Byzantine fortress in Horizon 
makes unacceptable the identification of the site as a strict military fortification 
without a civilian population. By the middle of the 6th century, the site concentrated 
and attracted the attention, the construction activities and the material efforts of the 
provincial and perhaps central government (Димитров 2001: 88-120; Торбатов 
2002: 24, 263-270). The quarters not only of the military but also the eccleastical 
administration were settled there.

In general, in the early Byzantine world, openwork slabs are of extremely vari-
ety. As Claudia Barsanti points out, there are no two identical ones, contrary to the 
relief slabs, which often display a highly standardized pattern (Barsanti 2004). In 
this respect, the situation in Scythia is an exception. The materials from the four 
centers in which they were found demonstrate a striking similarity between them. 
This coherent architectural and decorative program seems to confirm that the main 
liturgical sculptures for the interior furnishing of the episcopal basilicas were com-
missioned to a special workshop from the imperial marble quarries at Proconnesus 
and were executed during a huge and common building campaign. When did this 
enterprise take place?

Romanian colleagues traditionally refer the openwork elements to the time of 
Justinian and offer such a dating for the ensembles in Tomi, Istria and Balchik. For 
Zaldapa it has been suggested that they were built on the initiative of Emperor An-
astasius I (Popova, Atanasov 2017: 187). Similar is the opinion of Al. Minchev, as 
regards the basilicas in the nearby Odessos and its region, which are generally dated 
to the end of the 5th–6th century (Минчев 1986: 41-42). A large part of their archi-
tectural sculpture is imported from the Proconnesos workshops, and some of them 
were finished on the sites. The openwork elements were undoubtedly worked at 
constructions sites under the supervision of traveling teams of Constantinopolitan 
carvers. Similar metropolitan influences can be seen in the polygonal apses, which 

18	 The publication of these two churches in Zaldapa and their decoration is expected soon as a part 
of the same research project of the National Research Fund, Republic of Bulgaria.
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are rare for Scythia, but which we find in the entire group of the monuments with 
openwork decoration, with the exception of the episcopal basilica of Tomi. Condi-
tions for such close ties with the capital, guaranteeing active artistic exchange, were 
created mostly within the established by Justinian I in 536 quaestura Iustiniana  
exercitus. Within this new institution, sustainable financial and transport mecha-
nisms are being established and operated between the capital and the individual for-
tified posts along the coast (Torbatov 1997, esp. 85). The relations between Scythia 
and Constantinople, which were then placed on a regular basis, are also evidenced 
by the fact that of the thirteen seals from the office of quaestor Iustinianus exercitus, 
nine, i.e. 2/3, are from the time of Emperor Justinian. These developed channels fa-
cilitated the supply of artistic products, even more so when they are related to the 
affirmation of the prestige of imperial power, projected in marble details – symbols 
of power and wealth. It has been pointed out that the standardized church architec-
ture and the shipment by sea of close in style partially finished architectural mem-
bers were the testimony of Justinian’s attempt to promote religious unity within  
the Empire (van Doorninck 2002: 899).

We can thus conclude on the existence of at least two basilicas – one, probably 
earlier, 5th – beginning of the 6th centuary, on the ancient Acropolis, and a second 
one in the early Byzantine fortified center in Horizont. The latter was build as ca-
thedral church in relation with the establishment of an episcopal seat in Dionyso
polis between 536 and 542. 

Catalogue of the sculptures

Cat. 1. Corinthian capital with soft acanthus from ciborium or altar screen – marble (Fig. 2)
Storage: AM-Varna, inv. No III 68919

Origin: the ancient Dionysopolis, discovered and brought to Varna by K. Škorpil
Dimensions: unknown20

A small one-crowned capital, cylindrical body and broken upper corners. The four acanthus leaves 
are placed in the corners of the basket. They have 5 lobes with three points each. Their tips are touching 
each other at the center of the sides of the capital, where they form an „acanthus mask“ of rhombus, below 
it – a trapezoid flanked by two ellipses, and at the bottom – a filled rhombus. The inner helices are missing. 
The outer helices take the form of relief continuous band, contigious to the point of contact of the middle 
leaves of the two adjacent acanthus. A small triangular protruding zone is formed under the abacus flower, 
decorated with stretches. Concave abacus. The capital belongs to the so-called „lyre type“ (type V) by  
R. Kautzsch or IVB by A. Pralong. 

Cat. 2. Corinthian capital – fragment, white marble with bluish veins (Fig. 3)
Storage: HM - Balchik, inv. No 3220
Origin: Dzheni Bair, sector VIII, sq. 8, discovered during archaeological excavations on 27.09.1978 

at a depth of 2.00 m.
A small fragment of acanthus leaves with maximum preserved dimensions: Н – 4,8 cm; 13 х 19,5 

cm. Traces of drill.

19	  К. Škorpil’s Archive in NA-BAS, F.165K, op. 1, a.e. 509, l.1
20	  Colleagues from Varna Museum could not find information about this monument.
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Cat. 3. Double column with base and capital (biforium) – white marble, spolia (Fig. 7)
Storage: HM - Balchik – exposition hall, where it was transferred on 10.11.2022 from a private 

home, inv. No 4219.
Origin: The fortress in Horizont district, sector VII-97, discovered during archaeological excava-

tions on 17.06.1982.
Dimensions: Н – 110 cm; h abacus 24 cm ; length 28 cm; diam. 20 cm; 
Reworked and reused antique cornice (from a window?) from the middle – second half of the 

2nd century. Frieze with Ionic cimmation executed in high relief and excellent volumetric modeling 
of the motifs. At one edge an acantized leaf and at the other a scroll with an ivy leaf. The form and 
the function of the block changed in the early Byzantine period, when it was reworked as a window’s 
biforium column. To do this, the two long sides of the cornice were rounded like semi-columns, and 
part of the width of the block is shaped as a smooth central vertical strip to attach the glasses. In the 
low part, a base with a plinth is dressed, and in the upper – a capital with acanthus leaves and an 
abacus slab. In the initially unornamented part (the left of the drawing), the elements (base, shaft and 
capital) are cut without difficulty, when in the right part, where the Ionic cimmation is preserved, they 
are rather marked: the base moldings are only incised without sculpturing them, and the acanthus leaf 
of the capital is inserted into the narrow free space. Traces of recuting are visible all over the surface.

The information about the find is provided by the Field Diary and graphic documentation from 
the excavations in the district Horizont in 1982, as well as from the archive of St. Boyadzhiev, kept at 
the Institute for Arts Studies21.

Bibliography:
Досева 2026: 97-98, 103 f., figs. 5 and 6.

Cat. 4. Pillar with a column base from a high altar screen – fragment, marble (Fig. 8)
Storage: HM - Balchik, inv. No 3138
Origin: the fortress in district Horizont, sector VII, sq. 79, discovered during archaeological exca-

vations on 26.06.1984.
Dimension: preserved total H – 15,2 cm; pillar: h 7,8 cm and section max. preserved 7,4 х 8 cm; 

preserved H of the base – 6 cm, preserved diam. 13 cm which could be reconstructed ca. 16 cm
Broken off at the top, bottom and side with a partially preserved upper corner of the pillar; cut 

from the same block as the base for the small column. The state of preservation does not make clear 
if the column was cut from the same block or was a separate piece fixed on the base. The detail is 
incorrectly defined as a capital in the museum’s Inventory Book.

Cat. 5. Pillar (?) – fragment, marble (Fig. 9)
Storage: HM - Balchik, inv. No 3139
Origin: the fortress in Horizont district, sector VII, sq. 79, discovered during archaeological exca-

vations on 26.06.1984.
Preserved dimensions: H – 6.7 cm; sides 7.8 x 11 cm
A polished side is preserved, on which two parallel irregular lines are traced and small parts of 

the two adjacent sides are also polished. A portion of the base (?), which is perpendicular to them, is 
roughly worked. Probably an unfinished pillar.

21	  А IIIzk.III.3-5, а.е. 20,1.41, 42 and 43, where its origin is incorrectly indicated as Kaliakra. The 
three photographs of this detail, made by Prof. St. Boyadzhiev, are digitized on the site Europeana –  
Kaliakra fortress, Balgarevo village | Europeana (19.04.2026), where it is erroneously dated as a 
late Byzantine cornice from 1300-1399.
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Cat. 6. Pillar (?) – fragment, marble (Fig. 10)
 Storage: HM-Balchik, inv. No 3310
Origin: Dzheni Bair, Sector III, discovered during archaeological excavations in 1978.
Dimensions: preserved H – 6.6 cm; sides 7.3 x 7.3 cm
Broken horizontally at the upper and low side, the square pillar has three smoothly polished sides 

and the fourth presents a 4.5 cm wide protruding strip. The marble has been eroded by a strong fire, 
traces of which can be seen on the surface. The small size and the lack of mounting grooves exclude the 
possibility of it being part of the sanctuary screen supports. It may be a support of some furniture/table.

Cat. 7. Two-sides ornamented plaque – fragment, marble (Fig. 11)
 Storage: HM - Balchik, inv. No 3222
Origin: the fortress in Horizont, sector XXII, sq. 2, found in the surface layer at 0.25 m a deep 

during archaeological excavations on 02.10.1978.
Dimensions: max. preserved H – 10 cm; length 11,1; thickness from 2.8 to 5 cm
Part of the frame and the adjacent decor on a double-sided decorated plate, broken off on all sides. 

On the front side, the frame is molded, while on the back it is in the form of a wide flat strip in low 
relief. A flat embossed disc inscribed in a thin relief circular frame usually marks the center of the 
sides of plaques with compositions of rhombuses or squares inscribed in each other.

Cat. 8. Openwork plaque – fragment, white-grayish marble (Fig.12)
Storage: HM - Balchik, inv. No 3129.
Origin: The fortress in Horizont district, sector IX, sq 126, discovered during archaeological ex-

cavations on 05.07.1980.
Dimensions: preserved H – 9 cm; thickness 1.8 cm
Partially preserved 5-leaf slightly curved palmette with broken tops (defined as an oak leaf in the 

museum Inventory Book). On the obverse side, the central vein of each leaf is outlined with a shallow 
groove, and on the back it is barely hinted. 

Cat. 9. Openwork plaque – fragment, white-grayish marble (Fig. 13)
Storage: HM – Balchik, inv. No 3130
Origin: The fortress in Horizont district, sector IX, sq. 142, found during archaeological excava-

tions in 1980 at a depth. from 0.80-1.00 m in a large residential complex.
Dimensions: prereserved H – 9.5 cm; max. width 8.1 cm; thickness 2.3 cm
Partially preserved 5-leaves upright palmette. The small embossed disc preserved at the base of 

the leaves and the breakaway in the lower right part suggest that this is a fragment of a kind of rosette, 
formed by four palmettes cross-arranged, as those found in basilicas 1 (Fig. 21) and 3 in Zaldapa (Fig. 
22). On the front side, the central lobe of each leaf is outlined with a shallow groove, and on the back 
it is barely suggested; compared to that of the previous fragment, it is even more roughly made. 

Cat. 10. Openwork plaque – fragment, white-grayish marble (Fig. 14)
Storage: HM - Balchik, inv. No 3312
Origin: missing data in the Inventory book
Dimensions: H – 7 cm; max. width 5.8 cm; thickness 1.4 cm
Five-leaf palmette with broken tops. The front side of the leaves is modeled with a triangular 

groove, the material between the individual leaves has not been entirely taken away and the openwork 
shaping between the lower and middle leaves is unfinished. This shows that the production of the 
openwork slabs took place on site in Balchik. The reverse side is roughly carved and eroded by fire.
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Cat. 11. Openwork plaque – leaf fragment, white-grayish marble (Fig. 15)
Storage: HM - Balchik, inv. No 3215
Origin: Dzheni Bair, sq. 1, discovered during archaeological excavations in 1978.
Dimensions: maximum preserved H - 7.2, width 5 cm, thickness 1.9 cm
Partially preserved two leaves of a palmette motif, whose face and back are shaped similarly to the 

other more complete preserved examples.

Cat. 12. Openwork plaque – palmette fragment, white-grayish marble (Fig. 16)
Storage: HM - Balchik, inv. No 3217
Origin: the fortress in Horizont district, sq. 67, discovered during archaeological excavations on 

16.08.1976, at a depth of 0.80 cm.
Dimensions: max. reserved H – 12.5 cm; width 8 cm; thickness 1.9 cm
Palmette, the five leaves of which on the obverse are polished and modeled with a shallow trian-

gular groove, while their back is barely shaped, unpolished and without details. At the lower right end, 
one can notice the starting point of a profiled strip framing the leaf element.

Cat. 13. Openwork plaque – fragment, white-grayish marble (Fig. 17)
Storage: HM - Balchik (?), Field inv. No 1191
Origin: the fortress in Horizont district, sq. 67, discovered during archaeological excavations on 

16.08.1976 at a depth of 0,80 m.
Dimensions: unknown. The information about the finding is from the Field Inventory Book – Ar-

chives of the NAIM-BAS, not known de viso.
Cross-shaped floral motif.

Cat. 14. Transenna – fragment, white-grayish marble 22 (Fig. 4)
Storage: HM - Balchik, inv. No 92
Origin: accidental finding in 1964 in front of the N. Boev enterprise, i.e. from the Acropolis area, 

near the Temelkov Inn and not far from the modern church „St. George“; found together with two 
fragments of thin marble slabs (3 cm) with acanthus decoration.

Dimensions: preserved H – 8.5 cm; width 10 cm and thickness 4 cm
Traces of fire on the surface. The greater thickness and different processing of the back indicate 

that this detail is part of a slab different from those previously described, perhaps from a window 
transenna.

Cat. 15. Openwork plaque – fragment, white-grayish marble (Fig. 18)
Storage: HM-Balchik, inv. No 3216
Origin: the fortress in Horizont, sq. 102, discovered during archaeological excavations on 

25.07.1972 at a depth of 0.74 m. At the time of the discovery there were 2 fragments as can be seen 
at the drawing23.

Dimensions: max. preserved 8 x 8.1 cm, thickness 1.9 cm.
A cross-shaped motif, probably from a profiled ribbon forming a geometric (square?) frame, in 

which plant motifs were inscribed, as suggested by the broken tip of a sheet. On the obverse side, the 
ribbon is profiled with a flat groove, and on the back side – roughly cut. 

22	 Erroneously identified as limestone in the Inventory Book.
23	 Field inventory book (No 32) of the archaeological research carried out in Balchik during the 1972 

– NAIM-BAS.
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Cat. 16. Openwork plaque – fragment, white-grayish marble (Fig. 19)
Storage: NM - Balchik, inv. No 3135
Origin: the fortress in Horizont district, discovered on 28.09.1982 in a layer at a depth of 1.40 to 

1.60 m, in a dwelling in the area of the western fortress wall. 
Dimensions: thickness 1.9 cm
Profiled with a thin shallow groove curved ribbon, forming circular frame in which plant motifs 

were inscribed, the tops of which touched the belt encircling them, as evidenced by the fractures. 

Cat. 17. Openwork plaque – fragment, white-grayish marble (Fig. 20)
Storage: HM - Balchik (?)24, Field inv. No 93
Origin: the fortress in Horizont district, sq. 207, discovered during archaeological excavations on 

03.08.1979 at depth 0.60-0.80 m.
Dimensions: H – 8.1 cm; width 6.4 cm; thickness 1.3 cm 
Part of a frame – a „knot“ of two intertwined double-profiled strips. Another similar fragment is 

described as a field inv. No 3292. Not seen by the author.

Cat. 18. Door lintel (or cornice) – fragment, white marble (Fig. 25)
Storage: HM-Balchik, inv. No 3136
Origin: the fortress in Horizont district, sector VII, sq. 97, found during archaeological excava-

tions on 17.06.1982 near the surface (layer from 0.20 to 0.40 cm).
Dimensions: H – 10 cm; cons. length 13.7 and width 8.4 cm.
Broken off on both sides and back. Polished molded face by two fascia flanking a S-shaped lysis 

(scotia, throat). The upper side and lower surfaces, which were inserted into the masonry, are roughly 
carved with a pointed chisel. The profile is characteristic of a door frame rather than of that of a cornice.

Cat. 19. Door frame – fragment, white marble (Fig. 26)
Storage: HM - Balchik, no inv. No
Origin: the fortress in Horizont district (?)
Dimensions: H – 8.5 cm; cons. length 21 and width 25 cm.
Broken off on both sides and back. Complex modeling and polished face with roughly chopped base. 

Cat. 20. Veneer slab – fragment, white-bluish marble (Fig. 27a)
Storage: HM - Balchik, inv. No 3131
Origin: the fortress in Horizont district, southern section of the western fortress wall, sector I, sq. 

62, found on 26.07.1982 at a depth of 1.50 m.
Dimensions: 8,9 х 5,2 cm; thickness 1,9 cm
One vertical side is preserved, which is slightly obliquely cut; one face is polished and the other is 

smoothly cut. Traces of rose mortar on the reverse side.

Cat. 21.Veneer slab – fragment, white marble with thick blue stripes (Fig. 27b)
Storage: HM - Balchik, inv. No 3133
Origin: the fortress in Horizont district, southern section of the western fortress wall, sector I, sq. 

63, found on 28.07.1982 at a depth of 1.25 m, in a dwelling.
Cons. dimensions: 13.2 x 9.8 cm; thickness 3 cm
Preserved one side, which is slightly obliquely cut; one face is polished and the other is smoothly cut.

24	  I have not worked with the fragment de viso in the Storage rooms of HM-Balchik. The information 
is taken from the Field Diary kept in the Archives of NAIM-BAS.
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Cat. 22.Veneer slab – 2 fragments, white- bluish medium-grained marble (Fig. 27c)
Storage: HM - Balchik, inv. No 3134
Origin: the fortress in Horizont district, southern section of the western fortress wall, sector I, sq. 

68, found on 16.08.1982 at depth. 1.95 m.
Dimensions: 16.4 x 10.6 cm; thickness 2.6 cm
One side preserved, slightly obliquely cut; one face is polished and the other only smoothed.

Cat. 23. Veneer slab – fragment, white-bluish medium-grained marble (Fig. 27d)
Storage: HM - Balchik, inv. No 3134 bis
Origin: the fortress in Horizont district, southern section of the western fortress wall, sector I, sq. 

68, found on 16.08.1982 at depth 1.95 m.
Cons. dimensions: 5,6 х 6,2 cm; thickness 1,9 cm
One face is polished, and the other is only smoothed.

Cat. 24. Veneer slab – fragment, white-bluish medium-grained marble (Fig. 27e)
Storage: HM - Balchik, inv. No 3124
Origin: the fortress in Horizont district, southern section of the western fortress wall, sector I, sq. 

62, found on 26.07.1982 at depth 1,70 m.
Cons. dimensions: 9,9 х 9,9 cm; thickness 2 cm
One face is polished and the other is smoothly cut.

Сat. 25. Reliquary – marble (Fig. 6)
Storage: HM - Balchik, inv. No 3572
Origin: Ancient city of Dionysopolis (according to the Museum’s Inventory book) or Horizont 

fortress (according to Minchev’s publicayion).
Dimensions: Н – 15,5 cm; h body: 7,3 cm; length 19,5 cm; width 9,9 cm; depth 3 cm
Perfectly preserved sarcophagus-shaped reliquary (type I, according to Comte 2012: 64-65, 71). 

Two-side slopping roof with four triangular acroteria at the corners. Like most examples of this type, 
the inside of the lid is carved (Comte 2012: 68). The base and the interior are roughly processed, 
and the moldings of the body’s faces with a cornice and a plinth are poorly rendered as two parallel 
grooves and a too narrowed central zone between them. 

Bibliography: Minchev 2003: 27, cat. 15, fig. 15a, b.
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Fig. 1. Plan of Balchik (Dimitrov 2001)

Fig. 2. Small Corinthian capital, cat. 1 
(Archives BAS – 165K, a. e. 509, f. 1)

Fig. 3. Corinthian capital, fragment, cat. 2 
(photo: the author)
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Fig. 4 Fragment of window transenna: face and reverse,                   Fig. 5. Fragment of transenna, 
Zaldapa (photo: M. Vaklinov) cat. 14 (photo: the author)

Fig. 6. Sarcophagus-shaped reliquary, cat. 25 (photo: A. Ivanov)

 
Fig. 7. Double window column, cat. 3 (drawing M. Dimitrov; photo: S. Boyadzhiev)
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Fig. 8. Pillar with column base, cat. 4 
(photo: the author)

Fig. 9. Pillar (?), fragment, cat. 5 
(photo: the author)

Fig. 10. Small pilar (?), 
fragment, cat. 6 (photo: the author)

Fig. 11. Two-side ornamented relief plaque, cat. 7 (photo: the author)

Fig. 12. Palmette, fragment of an openwork slab, cat. 8 (photo: the author)
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Fig. 13. Palmette, fragment of an openwork slab, cat. 9 (photo: the author)

Fig. 14. Palmette, fragment of an openwork slab, cat. 10 (photo: the author)

Fig. 15. Palmette, fragment of an openwork slab, cat. 11 (photo: the author)

Fig. 16. Palmette of an openwork slab, cat. 12 (photo: the author)
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Fig. 17. Floral cross-shape motif of an openwork 
slab, cat. 13 (drawing: M. Dimitrov)

Fig. 18. Cross-shape motif (framing?) of an 
openwork slab, cat. 15 (drawing: M. Dimitrov 

photo: the author)

Fig. 19. Strip framing motif of an openwork slab, 
cat. 16 (photo: the author)
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Fig. 20. Strip motif (frame?) 
of an openwork slab, cat. 17 
(drawing: M. Dimitrov)

           

 
Fig. 22. Fragments of a marble open work cancel plaques, basilica 3, Zaldapa (photo: M. Vaklinov)

Fig. 23. Marble fragments from the chancel screen, episcopal basilica in Tomis/Constanţa 
(Radulescu 1966)

Fig. 21. Fragments of a marble open work cancel plaque, 
basilica 1, Zaldapa (K. Škorpil’s Archives)
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Fig. 24. Openwork cancel screen of the episcopal basilica in Histria  
(reconstruction Bounegru, Iaţcu 2007)

Fig. 25. Door lintel (or corniche?), 
cat. 18 (photo: the author)

Fig. 26. Door lintel, 
cat. 19 (photo: the author)
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Fig. 27. Fragments of marble veneer: a. cat. 20; b. cat. 21; c. cat. 22; d. cat. 23; e. cat. 24


