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century
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Zaldapa is the largest RomaBgzantine city located
within the provinces of Scythia and Moesia Secunda.
Its fortified area covers approximately twetfitye
hectares, and two districts outside the walls developed
to the northeast and east of the fortress. Historical
research, aerial photographs, satellite imagery, and
LIDAR surveys reveal a densely built city with a well
organized road network.
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History of archaeologicalexcavationsin Zaldap

19067 19067 \K. Shkorpi, the ﬁir of Bul

1938 19391 RomanianarchaeologistScaflatLambrinoandDorin Popegcue-examineBasilicaNo. 1
andthenorther
1953- The directorof the VarnaMuseumM. Mirchev exploresa unigyewaterdrawingfacility under
thefortresg;connectedo it by apindergroundunnel
2000 - Prof. S. Torbatovmakesfield observationgresentedn the/book The Late Antique City of
Zaldapa
201571 201971 heteamof Prof. D.Sc GeorgiAtanasov/Silistra/Asgoc Prof. Dr. V. Yotov /Varna/Dr. Y.
Valeriev/Dobrich/ beginthe study of the EpiscopalBasilicaNo./3 with the EpiscopalPalace further
studyBasilicaNo. 1 andbuildingsnearthe North Gate.
201820211 An internationalteamled by Prof. G. Atanasov,Prof. N. Baudry /Quebeci Canada/,
Assoc Prof. Al. Milanova/SU fi SE€lementof O h r i1 Adsid Prof. D. Moreau/Lille 7 France/Dr. B.

Barek/Strasbourg France/Dr. Y. Valeriev/Dobrich/, Arch. Dr. Elio Hobdaribeginthe study of the

ChristianBasilicaNo. 2, the North Gateandthe approacho the WaterReservoir

20192026 the teamof Prof. G. Atanasov,Dr. Al. Harizanovfrom NAIM - BAN, Assoc Prof. Al.

MilanovafromtheSU R SKlimentOh r i casdB-r El. Hobdariand are studyingthe tetraconchal
churchwith mosaicpanelsuniquefor the provincesnorthof Hemus




The stational liturgy was one of the most important forms of liturgice
life in major Christian cities between the 4th and 7th centuries. It dic
consist of separate services celebrated in different churches, but ra
single celebration that unfolded progressively in several sanctuarie:s
throughout the city. The bishop, accompanied by clergy, monks, an
faithful, led a procession linking various churches, martyria, relic sit
and sometimes sacred springs. Each stop constituted a statio, whel
prayers, Scripture readings, psalms, and hymns were celebrated. Ir
way, the entire city became a single liturgical space.

La liturgie stationnale est I'une des formes les plus importantes de la vie liturgiqus
| es grandes villes chr®tiennes entre
of fices s®par ®s c® ®br ®s dans di ff ®r
d®r oul ai't progressivement dans pl usi
du clerg®, des moines et des fid | es
martyri a, | T eux de religues et parfo
statio, 0% ®taient c® ®br ®s des pri
hymnes. Ainsi, toute la ville devenait un espace liturgique unique.



The main information concerning
this practice comes from
Jerusalemand ConstantinopleIn
Jerusalem, the most valuable
testimony is that of the pilgrim
Egeria, who describes the
processions  between the
AnastasisGolgotha,the Mount of
Olives, Gethsemane Bethlehem,
andothersanctuariesHer account
shows that by the end of the
fourth century,the stationalliturgy
was already perfectly organized
Later, the JerusalemLectionary
established the order of the
celebrationgndprocessions
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Jerusalem
In Byzantine Period | Neapolis Gate
From Constantine (Damascus
until the Muslims Gate)
325-638 AD
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Sample itinerary of the stations
liturgy in Jerusalem
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Hagia Sophia (QE A 41
171 ERQA)

St Euphemia at the
Hippodrome

Theotokos at
Chalkoprateia

St Mamas
(Sykai/Galata)

Monastery of Evergetis

Cistern of Aspar
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Convent of
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Monastery of Manuel
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Monastery of St Mokios
Convent of St Andrew

in Krisei

Monastery of Ta Gastria
(0odo 3Reaahae 9

Andreas en Krisei 2
Peges)

Monastery of
Psamathia

Monastery of the
Theotokos tes Peges

Monastery of Stoudios




In Constantinople, the
situation Is even Dbetter
understood thanks to the ek R S el |

)
{ @ Main station (stasis)

Typikon of the Great Church L3 0 i

and the AsemanianTypikon. iy o
Although  the  surviving 0, o

v =
Conventof #
t. Savior in Chora) Chysobalanton
M

manuscripts are later, they (/NS
reflect a much older tradition, [ \
dating back essentiallyto the
6th century They show that
major festivals were not held
solely in Hagia Sophia,but in
several churches linked by
processions It was this
organization that led John i S T
Baldovinto definethe concept — S '
of "urban liturgy," where the

entire city becomesa sacred
CNACA
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St Euphemia at the Hippodrome
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Constantinople
Sample itinerary of the stationary liturgy in
Constantinople
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EXAMPLE OF A STATIONAL LITURGY ROUTE
IN CONSTANTINOPLE (after J. Baldovin)
Stations (staseis) and processional route

@ Monastery of Evandros
® Monastery of Pikridion
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_ “"""/‘)-‘ lvo Topalilov, in a few

=2 ) - sentencesproposesa two-way

sacionary liturgy In
Philippopolis. The processio
startsfrom the cathedral/~ 3/,
passedhroughthe easterngate
9 and reaches the
martyrium of the 38 martyrs
I~ 4/. In my opinion, it is
logical that the return route
should be the same,including
the bishop's residence /?/ -
domusktirend” 10/
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Sampleatinerary of the stationary liturgy IAbila, Jordan. This method is not entirely
new. Cheryl Eaton has already used it for the city of Abila in Jordan. Relying sole
the archaeological remaihghe street network, several churches, an episcopal

complex, reliquaries, and liturgical spageshe offered a convincing reconstruction ¢

a stationary liturgy, despite the absence of written sources. This approach provids
useful model for the study of Zaldapa.

ABILA (DECAPOLIS)

Carte synthétique des sites archéologiques,

des églises et de la structure urbaine,
du IVe au VIe siecle.

LEGENDE
[[] Nécropole paléochrétienne / complexe funéraire
3 Eglise (basilique / complexe ecclésiastique)
[T] Autres constructions publiques
[1 Zone résidentielle
""" Mur d'enceinte de la ville (tracé présumé)
mmm Voie principale (cardo / decumanus)
=9 Axes de procession (liturgie stationnaire)
Rues / voies
[] Eiéments hydrauliques / conduite d'eau

+ Eglise / batiment (plan hypothétique)

Complexe funéraire avec cryptes et église paléochrétienne.

0 Basilique n° 4 (Aire G)
Grande basilique a trois nefs, avec annexes (diakonikon ?).
Sépultures et dépendances.

9 Eglise n° 5 (Aire B)

Eglise a nef unique. Sépultures de plusieurs membres
de la communauté. Mémorial.

Autres édifices proposés /
églises (batiment non fouillé et localisation hypothétique)

oA

e Basilique n° 2

(Aire B)

Porte septentrionale

Cargo y N -

(secteur nord)

\
Basilique n° 1
(Aire A)
Complexe ecclésiastique

...................

Porte méridionale
(vers la nécropole)
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—— (Aire E)
EGLISES PALEOCHRETIENNES D'ABILA g Wil Cathédrale / complexe
| N 3 - A §
Basilique n° 1 (Aire A) | Quartier épiscopal T il giohasique
Basilique a trois nefs. Complexe ecclésiastique au VI° siecle. | @l emplacement des / il '_‘ //
lexe épiscopal. Sondages, chapelle et nécropole. batiments publics : ’ L pabdl L
aujourd’hui) : V4 WS - L0
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Basilique (20 x 41 m). Atrium, ’ 1 e i e j’/“ b ;
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/ 6 Eglisen®5 s A Mo L
Basilique n° 3 (Aire E) % (AlreB)  Ei==inl = b H Ll S S e, y
Cathédrale. Grand complexe. Atrium. Place a portiques.
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The Zaldapafortresshasthreemain entranceandoneadditionalone A

wide, pavedstreetleadsfrom the north gate, runs throughthe entire

town, andconnectdo the southwespate ,This streetis the town'smain

thoroughfare A secondmain streetalso connectsthe north gateto the

southeastgate These two \axes structure the urban space A third

iImportantstreetconnectghe smallwestgateto the southeastjate
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What immediately catchesthe eye is
the distribution of the main churche

Thethreemostimportantsanctuariem
Zaldapaare locateddirectly along the
main street Nearthe north gatestand
the monumentaBasilicaNo. 2. In the
center of the city is the cathedr
basilicaNo. 3. Nearthe southwespat
rises Basilica No. 1. The two other
largechurched BasilicaNo. 5 andthe
tetraconchd aresituatedon the seconc
road connectingthe north gate to the
southeasfpateSuch an arrangements
remarkable In most early Christia

cities of Scythia,basilicasarescatteres
throughout different districts In
Zaldapa, on the contrary, they are
aligned along the two main
thoroughfares This layout naturall

facilitates the organization of
processions connecting  severe

sanctuaries

Vs
C'

W

.
.
i .
/ ] .
Ve =
A v L]
| S .
/ |
/ istern .

N P g N
B

= \,




Cathedral basllica NO.o b 1 ~ OCCUPIEs a central place In tnis
system. Built in the 6th century on the ruins of an older church, it li
became the cathedral when Zaldapa is mentioned as an episcopal
has a large atrium opening onto the main street, an episcopal resit
and, most importantly he crypt of the former church No. 4 from the
of the 4th century with an ar ¢
Bulgaria. The crypt of the basilica No-3.801 2.501 2 . 46 m.
best preserved
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Basilica™ @as studied from 2014
to 2019 by the Pr
team.

| t6s one of the |
representative early Christian churche
in Bulgaria and the Balkans with a tota
length of 61 m and a width of 21 m.




the crypt of Basilica No. 3

vestibule chambre 2

173.45

Lo

chambre 1




Basilica No. 4 the end of
the 4th- 1/2 of the 5th c.

AHTWHHA KPENOCT / IPAA "3ANAANA"
APXEOMOMMYECKM MPOVHBAHUA NMPES 2019r. BAIWINKA Ne2.




Basilica No. 1/ 2 8 H/]lldcated near the southwest gate, also has a crypt bene
altar. A mosaic panel is located on the bema above the crypt. There is also an ¢
the Constantinopolitan type. These features suggest that this church may also

played an important role in liturgical celebrations.




