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(oHO 33 Manku nNPOBKTA.

This guide-book is part of the project “Architectural Sites of Soul” realized by the NGO
“Eurhorizonti” - Silistra (M.Paviova, A Atanasova, V.Memish, M.Ivanova) in partnership
with the Museum “The Lower Danube’- Calaras (Romania), and the Museum-Gallery-
Dulovo (Bulgaria) financed by the European Union PHARE Programme for Cross-Border
Cooperation and by the Joint Fund for Small Projects.

B Henmpaina w [Oxcra Hoopydoca, xoumo dwec ca & epanuyume Ha
Buacapus u Pywsuusn uma moSonumuy Kynmosy yvecma, oopmenu 6 ckan u
newgepu. Te ca macredemeso om paziwiny enoxy, CEbPIaHd cd C Pasiuti
KYAMYpY i YHEWIUZAUUN, HO 3 ChYCANEHue ca MAIKe NOIHAMU U
nedocmamvyno npoyyent. H 0o onec mosa ca eduncmeenime mpakutick,
anmuunu U cPedHoREROEHI  CHIAUUOHAPHY PETUSUOZHU  HAMEMHUNU
(ceemunuua, WhPKEW U MAHICMUPL) RO Mesi IeMi, KOumo cd ChXpaHiii
HANBAND OPUAHALIKIS UHMEPUOP ¥ eKcmepuop. [opu came mosa 2u npespoiyd
€ YHUKAIEN UIMOYHIK HA NOZHAHUE U HEROBMOPUMA IMVPUCTIIFLECKA AMPaKyus,

C mosu neMEsoIUMe] uzsexNcdame om aHOHUMHOCH CKATHUME KVIMO&l:

RaMeEMHUYN i pa?u.m.pxeanm ofxeama Ha NVPUIMA U3EBH Chljecmeyaauiume
MYPUCIUHECKU  YEHMPOGE.

Bracodapum Ha ecuyxy, Koumo GAXA EbNPUHACHIHL KbM HOwama padoma

U Hu neMosnaxa 0a OChWECHEWN hpoekma, 0a paspatomus u usdadem
HacmoAwus Rvmesodumen.

Central and Southern Dobrudja, which today is shared between Bulgaria
and Romania, are a house for curious ritwal sites located in rocks and caves.
They are heritage of different epochs, connected with different cultures and
civilizations, but unfortunately little known and scarcely studied. And until
today they are the only Thracian, Ancient and Medieval stationary religious
sites (shrines; churches and monasteries) on these lands, which preserved their

gemuine interior and exterior. Just this alone turns them into a unique source of

knowledge and makes them very attractive for fourists.

This guide-book is meant to rescue cave ritual sites from anonymity and to
further enlarge already existing tourist centers.

Our gratitude extends to everyone who contributed to our war &, helped us
implement this project and work out and publish this guide-book.

CKATIHWTE KYNTTOBI NAMETHWLIA

B JIOGPY KA
CBETUIMALLIA, XPAMOBE, MAHACTIPH

I. Amanacos

Team OGONUTHA KyITOBK NAMETHULM ca
CbCPEADTOMEHN TNPELUMHO BBPXY
fperosete Ha cyxopeynata Kauarson
{Lpwcrpa/, Tabad, Cenefwp, Kapa-cy w
Kynax, KoWTo OOWKHDBEHD BODAT HAYANOTO
on or Mpenfiankara n c& Bivqar & p. [yxas,
CnomeHatite  [pessd  Deky, NPEchXHam
okono XVIl 8. ca ce EpAani AenGOKD B
CAPMATCKWTE BApOBMUM HA DABHMHHATA
AoGpyAXaHCKa CTen, mpW Koeto ca
pOpasyEany MWBONWCHY KaHbOHM,
MPUSYONVEN (HOPMM, MBLEPM W CKANHWA
n3eaAHA. Tean NpUpadRN  (PEHOMEHI B
OTKPOABAT OTYETANBO HA (OHA Ha
geaHoo0pa3HaTa cTen W ToBa e
NPefu3BMKBAN0 NHOOMATCTBOTO HA
ofuratenume Ha [loGpym#a oue B Jbnboka
fpeeroct. V3ol fpeskuTe ca 3acTasamin
© PECMEKT, BbHEHME W CTPEXONCHMTaHME
NPen TARHCTBEHWST CBAT HA Neluepara.
Bbanpuemani A Kato HeWo BbTPELHO,
GKPWTD M MOTaliH, Kato efHa ceoeofpasHa
MUCTUYHA TDAHMLA MEXAY BHIMMMA W
HEBUOMMMA CBAT. B enMHMCTUYHATE,

CAVE RITUAL SITES OF DOBRUDJA
SHRINES, TEMPLES,
MONASTERIES

G Atanasov

These peculiar ritual sites are primarily
concentrated along the dried rivers like
Kanagyol (Dristra), Taban, Senebir, Kara-su
and Koulak, most of them take their
beginning in the Balkans and flow into the
Danube River. These ancient rivers that
dried in 168" century cut deep into the
Sarmatian limestone rocks in the Dobrudia
sleppes, and created picturesque canyons,
fantastic figures, caves and rock sculptures.
These natural phenomena can be distinctly
seen against the monotonous steppes; they
stirred curinsity of Dobrudjan inhabitants
already in early days. Indeed, the early
people stood still with respect, exciternent
and awe in front of the mysterious world of
cave. They perceived it as something
internal, concealed and mysterious, as a
peculiar mystic border between the visible
and invisible world. Hellenistic, Thracian
and Oriental mythologies see the cave as a
sacral shelter for deities and heroes, which
gave asylum for the infant Zeus. [n the same
context we must interpret the story and the



TPAKMACKATE M W3TOYHMTE MWTONOTHM
neuiepata B cakpanso yOexwile Ha
GOKECTEE 1 FEPOM, [Ana NPT Ha CamusT
3epc-wnanenel, B 103w koHTexcT Tpsdsa
fla WHTEPNPETHDAME WCTOPWATA W
NOBEMIEHMETO HA Tpakuickus Oor
3anmokcue, Criopef asTopuTeTdt Karo
Xepogor, Mnaro, Cokpar v CrpaGod ToR
NPOU3XOKGAN OT HAPOSA HA TPAKWACKOTO
nneme reti, kowro ofuTasank Jofpymka u
TonrogyHasckute 3emin. Mpes VI 8. p. ¥p.
Karo pof nonagHan v ¢ 0BpasoBan B Kpbra
Ha W3BECTHUA ApeBHorpeUkM dunocod u
waremarik Mararop, [o-KbCHO ce BbpHan
npw ceos Hapoa /eeposTHo B [loGpyma/,
KBETO N0PAM 3HAHMATE W SAP0JERHUTE My
KAYECTBA TPAKO-TETUTE 3anodHand fa ro
noywTar karo Horovosek. Hayvexoto oT
TuTarop, erNETCKUTE JKPELM W M3TOMHWTE
Maroee, B KA4BCTEOTO CW #A OOOMECTBEH
HpeU, 3anmMoKcue NPONoBALBAN Cpej
CTPOrD M30paH apNCTOKPATHYEH KDL TOAKK,
KATO T4 ChEMpAr B NOA3EMHOTO CH HMNKLLE,
Toea Ouna newepara Koranod, Hamwpalia
ce B GrM30CT A0 eAHOMMEHHA peka. Kbae
JABLOLBA NETEHAATA W OTKBAE 38n04Ba
WCTMHATA & TPYOHO. 0 CB MPELRHW, HO &
Be3cnopHD, 4e KYTLT KbM 3anMoKcue W
CHAMHMTE NELLEDH, UANLAHABALLI PONATA HA

Behavior of the Thracian god Zalmoxis.
Agoording to such authorities as Herodatus,
Plato, Socrates and Strabo, he was born in &
Thracian tribe of the Getians, who inhabited
Dobrudia and Lower Danube area. i 7°T. BC
he was enslaved and got educaled among
the pupils of the famous Ancient Greek
philosopher and mathematician Pythagoras.
Later he returned to his peaple (probably to
Dobrudja), where owing fo his knowledge
and magic qualities he was recognized by
the fellow Getians as a divine man. What he
leamt from Pythagoras, Egyptian priests and
Oriental magicians he preached as a
divinized priest to the strictly selected
anistocratic group of the Thracians, who held
their assemblies in his underground house.
It was the cave Kogayon, close fto the
homonymous river. [t is difficult to
distinguish the truth from the legend, but
there is ne doubt that the cull of Zalmoxis and
rock caves, which played the role of temples,
did exist among the Thracians-Getians in
the Lower Danube area

The early men believed thal the caves
were source of ferility and a house for
clouds, winds and rains. In this sense, it was
ihought fo be the bosom of earth, a sort of
vagina, and at the same time a bleak house of

b

CBOBOGPA3HA  XpamoBe, ChUUECTBYBAN CPen
Tpaxo-remie no  [OMHOMYHABCKITE  3EMM.
Mewepda e EIDVEMATA B [PESHOCTIZ 11
KO0 VTOHHAC HA MNOADDOIVE,  BNECTHIMLE
Ha ofnawy, Betpose M mbkpose. B Toaw
CMMCHI C8 CMATANA 33 NOHO HA 38MATa,
ceoeo0pasda vaging,  [ETEPOHO MPCTD N
CHIUEBPEMEHHO THMEH 33yTIOKOEH [OM, B
KORTO yMWpar W BL3KPLCBAT M3TO4HUTE
foecTBa Ha NNOACDOAMETO - WA
HOBDAHA OLE B MELEPHWTE DUCYHM T
eroxaa Ha raneomma.  Cnopen [opdwmpni
JopoacT) CRAN MBURATA KATO pAM 32
nosutade Ha Mutpa no nogobue Ha
Boererara, chamamera o Mimma
C TOMKOBA CAKDATHOCT M0 CHBCEM ECTECTBEH
HAMH TRIEDATR 3EMANE CTEETHD MACTD B
CTAPO3ABETHATA 11 HOBO3aBETHaTa Bubneiicka
oaveaa TR [2eara MpuioT WOYRDVTE, TH
GWna CAcHTENHO YOENGILLE W 32yMOKDEH
[OM M3 HEicone ape 4 npopan Ve
Haevw, Thor, [, npopox W, Apean,
os W Vca Taow Tpauys Ce MpeHecria i B
HopiA 3381, 32L0TO CNOpeq eBaHTENVATA

. cam Ve XpuoToc @ poged worompeded 8

Melepa. Tad N0 ChECEM ECTECTEEH  HEMUH
NPEAXPUCTUAHNTE  [ecenTe/ W NbpBuTe
XKPUCTMAHK NPEBLPHANW NElepuTe 1
KATRHOMGATE B LEHTED KA CBOR WYL Tam Gl

the dead (lomb), where oriental divinities of
fertilily die and raise from death: this idea
was encoded in cave painfings as early as in
Paleolithic. According to Porphyries,
Zomaster created the cave as Mita's temple
looking like the Universe created by Mitra
Invested with this sacredness, it was only
natural for the cave to take special place
amang fhe biblical symbols of the Old and
New Testament, It gave asylum and shelter, it
offered a saving asylum or a tomb b the
Jewish kings and prophets Jesus Navinus,
Lol David, prophet Elijah, Abraham, Jacob
and Isaac. This tradition survived in the New

Hameapera Testament, as according to the Gospels,

Jesus Christ himself was bom and buried in
a cave. Thus, so naturally, the proto-
Christians /Esseans/ and the first Christians
made caves and catacombs centers of their
cuit: they held their first assemblies and joint
prayers there, and there were their burials.
Therefore, there is no surprise that the first
monks-hermits like St Antory the Greal, St
Paul the Tiverian, St Euthymius the Greal,
St Basil the Great, St Jerome the Venerable,
St Paisiy the Great the main pillars of the
Christian church, chose caves as a place to
live in: to pray and to be buried. So was lid
the beginning of the commen Iradition,
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MbPRUTE WM CHODaHIAR, OOW MOMMTEM, Tam
Bunw W TexHWTe rpofioee. 3aTosa He € 3a
yuyfIBaKE, Y& MbPBNTE MOHACH-OTLUENHLM
garo OB, Awtosmit Benwkw, Ce. Tasén
Tusepuiicky, CB. Eetumuit Benuki, Ce.
Bacunuit Benmki, C&. MepoHvm Bramentu,
Ce. Mawcwid Bemuki — OCHOBHI CTLNGOBE Ha
XOUCTWAHCKATA LipKEa, M30pamM Mewlepara
33 CBOE KWWLLE, MOMWTBEH M 3ayroKOeH
nom. Taka npea IV B cn. xp. Te cnarar
HAYANoT0 HA eHa TPAMWMUMA, KOATO Lue
ofixpake Pumckata WMMepUs W UENUA
XDUETVRHCKY CBST, 38 0@ NDOTh/MKM 70 Hal-
HOBO BEME. XPMCTUSHCTBOTD, XONCTHAHCKETA
UNBINK3AUNA, TEOPUS W NPAKTIKE HAMEPUITA
Hali-panyLed npuen cpen obuTaTenuTe Ha
Jotpyzxa W LIonHOHYHaBCKATE 3eM DLW
npe3 Il B. XpuCTHAHCKaTa: NereHara rnacy,
4@ 0lLe npe3 | B. cN. Xp. TyK C8 & NoJBu3aea
anocon Ce. Aroped [ThpE03BAHHN, KOWMYTO
10 wpefuil ce NagHano MACKDHEPCKE MICA
no Yeprowopnetn W Crutwa, OnpenensHo
npea |l 8. NPOLBHTA HA XDUCTMAHWTE B
ToBpymwa HapacTHan, Kakto — KOCBEHO
CRIABTENCTBAT [BCETKWTE MBYEHWUM 0T
[ypoctopym, Axcuononue, Tomu ® Ap.,
nocTpaganyt Npy MAlLAGHUTE NpeCedeaHng
8 Wwnepuata 8 Havanoto Wa IV 8. Cnep
TPMYMIIA Ha XPUCTUAHCTBOTO NPR3 BTOpaTa

S o, o

which was formed in 4" ¢. AD and which
spread over the Roman Empire and the
whole Christian world, fo continug in
modern time. oo

Christianity and Christian civilization,
theary and practice were readily received by
the inhabitanis of Dobrudja and Lowsr
Danube area as early as in 3° ¢. A Christian
legend says that already in 1" c. AD the land
was visited by St. Andrew, whose lot was 10
carry out a mission an the Black Sea coast
and in Scythia. Indeed, in 3% c. the
percentage of Christians in Dobrudja was
growing, which is indirectly proved by
dozens of martyrs of Durostorurm, Axiopolis,
Tomnis, elc., who suffered during large-scale
persecutions in the Empire in the early 4" c.
Following the triumph of Christianity in the
second half of 4" and 5" cc., they saw a solid
church organization with Episcopal
residences in Tomis /Constanta/,
Durostorum /Silistra/, Transmariska
[Tutrakan/, and in M c. in Tropaeum Trajani,
Axiopolis, Calatis, efc.

These were the necessary conditions for
development of monastic institute, for the
monks were the main pillar and potential
staff of the Church. Early 5" ¢. brought
greatest popularity to the so called Scythian
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nonoeuHa Ha IV 1 V 8, Tyk Buna narpageHa
ETDDIF'IHa ULPKOBHE OpraHnaauns c
BCKOACKK NERCToNK & Tomu [KoHoTaHua/,
[ypoctopyw  /Cunuctpa/, Tpadomapucka
{Tytpakan/, anpea Vi 8 B Tponaym TpasHu,
Akcuononuc, Kanatuc w np.

B tean ycnosws ce diopmupan w
MOHAWEBCKKH WHCTATYT, 38070 MOHACHTE
BMNM OCHORHUA CTBAG W KAAPOSKM PEIEPS Ha
Libpksara. TBpAE ronsiMa nonynspHocT B
Ha4anaoto Ha ¥ B. CWM CREMENWH T.Hap.
CITCKIt MOHECH, MEXAY KOWTO penedino
u3nbkea (urypata #a Ce. Moan Kacuan.
Cnen karo wanycHan Manka Ceutng
{MpBpymwal Tol ce o3osan B CTONMUATa
KoHcTaHTuHonon, nocne B Ervner, a cneg
TOBd CE nogew3asan B 3anagHa Espona,
KbAETO CE CNaBM Kato enuH OT
MLPBOCTOOMTENITE W BOABLY WIEONOT Ha
3anagHoT0 MOHAWEeCTBO. 3da mMpHacK 8
NoGpygxa npes VI B, 3aratsa s
CuHUHEHMATE ¢ 1 Koama WHoukonnescT,
Onpefenexo nog enwaHne Ha Watoka
fEruner, Mansctida, Cwpus/, Kboeto ce
rpafjAT KaHoOHWTE HA MOHaWeCTBOTO,
CKAMHMTE MaHACTHPW W nfuTeny ce pageani
HA HAR-TonsMa nonynapHocT. Teasn
MpaKkTHEW HABNW3aT W B ﬂOHHOﬂfHBBGKHTE
demn. B kpas Ha VI 8., onuceaiikn
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monks, with their brightest- representative St
John Cassian. After he had left Scyihia Minor
(Dobrudja), he was seen in Constantinople,
then in Egypt, and then he was active in
Western Europe, where he became famous
as the founder and leading ideologist of the
western monasticism. The monks of
Dobrudja were also mentioned in the works
by Cosma Indicoplevst in 6" ¢. Cave
monasteries and cloisters acquired the
greatest popularity under the influence of
Easlem countries (Eqypt, Palestine, Syria)
which were the first to develop monastic
canons. This practice penefrated Into the
Low Danube lands. In the late 6" c.,
describing the damage caused to North-
Easlern territories by the Slavs and the
Avars, the Byzanting writer Procopius
Caesarean, besides other things, also
mentioned the destroyed cave cloisters,
However, the best records for cave
monasteries in Dobrudja are dozens of
studied sites on the banks of the Suha River
and in the district of Dumbraveni, which were
among the earliest cave cloisters in the
Balkans and in Europe.

After a series of Slavic-Avar invasions in
these lands in late 6'-early 7' oo, and
creation of Asparukh's Bulgaria in the late 7"




NODAKEHNATA, HAHECEHM OT CNABFHM W
agapn B CEBEPOU3TOMHUTE 3EMu
BU3AHTUHCKUAT nucaten [lpokonui
Kecapuitckn, Mexay ApyroTo ChamMedasa u
34 NOPYraHi CKanHK MOHALLECKI 0BITENN.
HaR-6B3CN0pHIMA M3TOMHUK 33 CKanHoTo
MaHacTupcko cTpourencteo & [obpyma,
0BAYE CW OCTABAT MDOYHEHWTE JECETHW
TAMETHALM N0 GperoseTe HA p. Cyia u B
paioHa Ha [yw0OpaseHn, KOWTO ce ABfBaT
Cpel Hal-paHHuTE CKAMHW DOWTEAM Ha
Bankauure  Egpona.

Cnen cepwara CnNasAHD-  aBAPCKM
HaWECTBISA B Kpas Ha VI v Havanoto Ha Vil u
Ch3/ABAHETD HA Acnapyxosd Bhirapud B
Kpas Ha VIl B. Na4TH LANGOTO XPUCTMAHCKO
HACENEHWE & NPOrOHEHD, W3BWTC Ww
emurpupa. C noKpuCTBEHETO HA GLnrapuTe
npe3 864 r. npu kasa e, Bopue | Muxaun
APMCTUAHCTBOTO TRMYMEDEE 38 BTODM MMbT M
3aBMHATM B OONHOAYHABCKWTE 3EMW M
lloBpyaka. Cnopen Mpopbnxuens Ha
Teothad Bbirapud ce WanbnHung o
BMCKONW. , JJoLLms MoHACH, KouTa Gimi
MPU3BAHY OT [NAHUHITE 1 MELEpHTE, i
Gurmn i3nparenu Tam /8 Brarapus/ ot
urmneparopa.” ToaW TEKET & [0CTATHYHO
KPACHOPEYMBA MPBOCTABA (OPMMPAHETO HA
MMOHALECKA WHCTUTYT W BLBEMIAHETD Ha

nOv: MRl iy
t., almost all Christian population either was
driven away, or massacred or forced to
emigrate. Christianization of Bulgarians in
864 under the rule of knyaz St Boris |
Mikhail, brought the second and the final
triumph to Christianity in the Lower Danube
area and in Dobrudja. According fo
Theophanus the Successor, Bulgaria was
floadad by bishops: “manks were called to
come from mountains and caves and
were sent there (to Bulgaria) by the
Emperor.” This text is rather expressive in
telling about development of the monastic
institute and emergence of cave monasteries
on Bulgarian territary. This practice also found
ideological support in the translated and
disseminated by the early Bulgarian printers
biography of St Antony the Great, founder of
manasticism in Egypt, who spant his days ina
cave. The Bulgarian king Peter (927-969), a
fervent follower of the monasticism himself,
led correspondence with Paul from Latra
ideniogist of the Byzantine Kelliots (monks-
hermits who led their lives in complete
seclusian). Nonetheless, the Bulgarian writer
of 10" ¢. Presbytarian Cosma also describes
an enormous increase in the number of
monasteries and cave cloisters. The fact is
also proved by the

6=

CKANHATE NELLEPHK OOUTENM B OuArapckuTe
3eMU. Tasw MpakTuka Hammpa u
WIBONOTMHECKE NOAKDENA 0T NPEBEOEHOTO
W pasnpocTpaseHo of CTApoGbNrapckuTe
KHUKOBHMUW #uTie HAa Ce. AHTOHUA
Bemaky, 0CHOBATENA HA MOHALIECTBOTO 8
Erwner, npexapan guuTe o B newepa. Cam
Guirapciar uap Memsp /927-969/, ropew
NoYUTATEN HAa MOHAWECTBOTO, GuUn B
KOPSCTIOHOSHUMA € WABON0TA HA MOHACHTE-
kennoTn Bbe Buzawmia Masen Marpuiicku.
Bripoden 11 GbATapcKAAT macaTen or X B.
Mpeseurep Koama MdwWwe 33 HEMMOBEDHOTO
PA3DECTEAHE HA MEHACTUDUTE W CKANHWTE
ofuteny. [loka3ea ro U MUTMETD H3
igonora Ha BArapekoto moHalectso Ce.
MBaH Punckd, KoWto ©e nofeu3dean 8
MELLEPa W HA CKAMHA KOnoHa. VenopedHo ¢
Hero npes X B. TeaW NPaKTMKKA £e CrOAEnAT
OT MOHackTe AHTOHA, Jamad n MaHacwi,
Jangqarand MMEHaTa CW B CKanHWTe
MEHACTWPW B CEBEPOM3TONHINTE 38MM /10
Kpenya Teproeuwke/ v & [obpysxka
Myodatnap v Liap Acer/. Bripo4em Tekno 8
[lOnHOAYHABCKTE 3EMM W N0 CRELMANHO B
JoGpya®a e Hal-ronAMoTO
Ha bankaHute ¥ B EBpOMA [0KYMEHTUPAHO
ChCPEOOTOYME HA PAHHOCPEAHOBEKOBHMN
ckanHm mawactup# o1 X B. Hai-

lifle of the ideologist of the Bulgarian
monasticism St van Rilski, who lived in a
cave and on a rock-column, Simultaneously,
in 107 . he was joint in this practice by the
monks Antonius, Damian and Manasius,
who left their names in the cave monasteries
situated in the north-gastern area (by
Krepcha, Targovishte) and Dobrudja
(Murfatlar and Tsar Asen). Besides, it is just
in the Lower Danube area and particularly in
Dobrudja where one can find the biggest
documented agglomeration of the early
medieval cave monasteries of 107 ¢. on the
Balkans and in Europe. The most numerous
are those which are situated along the banks
of the ancient practically dry rivers like Kara-
Su (the time of Murfatlar-Basarabi),
Kanagyol-Dristra and Senebir. These
colonies were abandoned forever during the
Pechenegs' invasion of 1036, when together
with the last inhabitants of the intemal
Dobrudja the monks were seeking protection
in the Fore-Balkan region, on the Black Sea
and in the west on e banks of the Loms
{Lom rivers), Cave monasteries of Dobrudja
were abandoned but never remained without
followers. They gave the beginning to new
colonies on the banks of the Provadiiska
River and the Rusenski Lom River, where
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MHOTOGPOAHW Ca T& N0 [JPEBHWUTE
nonynpecsXHany pekw Kapa-Cy /npw
Myndharnap-bacapabn/, Kaxareon-
Opuctpa u Cenedup. Teaw konoHuw Bum
HAMYCHATH 33BMHAM NPU MEYSHEXKOTO
HawecTene o1 1036 r., Korato 3asgHo ©
NOCAEQHUTE 0OUTATENM OT BETDELUHOCTTA Ha
Jobpymka, MOHACWTE THPCAT 3akpuna &
Mpenfankada, YepHoMopneTo U Ha 3anag
kb Gperogers Ha Jlomoete. Cranwwme
MoHaweckn ofutenn B Lobpygwa
3anycTABaT, HO He ocTasat feano-
TOMCTBEHM. T€ [ABAT HAYanoTo Ha HOBM
konoHwd no [Mposagwiicka pea, okono
BapHa u Pycexcku Jom, Kuaeto
MOHAWECKNTE NPAKTUKN W CKANHOTO
MaHACTVPCKO CTPOMTENCTBO Genemar
WCTWHCKW pasuger npes XI-XIV B
MCTUHCKOTO HA4anoTo Ha CKanHwre
MEWEPHY oOWTeny, ofia4e & CRoweHo B
[o6pymxa npea V B. W BR3POJEHD KbM Kpas
Ha IX-Hayanoto Ha X B

TPAKWIACKVAT CKATEH KYITTOB
LEHTBP MO CYXOPEYWETO TABAH,
CUTMCTPEHKD

EnuHCTBEHWTE focera Ge3cnopHo
OOKYMBHTUDAHW TRAKMACKKA CKANHW

MeLeprn ceetania B Jobpyowa W Ha
B

monastic traditions and construction of cave
monasteries witnessed a real blossom in 12"
14" ¢o. The true beginning of the cave
cloisters in Dobrudia, howsver, was laid in
the 5" ¢. and brought back to life in the late §"
early 10" co.

THE THRACIAN RITUAL CAVE CENTER
[N THE DRY RIVER TABAN AREA (SILISTRA
DISTRICT)

So far, the only documented Thracian
cave shrines in Dobrudja and north to the
Balkans are those that are located on ihe

cesep o7 bankasa ca BupXy JECHUA BPAr Ha
p. TabaH, npuToK Ha p. KaHareon, Mexay c.
Mon Pycanoeo, ¢. B. Jleecku, ¢. CTpenkoeo i
¢ Kytnoswwa, CunuctpeHcko. Tosu kyntos
KOMMNEKC  BNKOYBA. TOW TOMEMA  CKANHN
CBETWNLLA ChC CKAMHW XPAMOBE, KyMTOBK
HWLIM, KYNTOBW AW, KYITOBY MIDILAAKY,
PASNOSOKEHY Ha OKOND 3 kM. NO CPBAHOTO
pycno Ha pekata. CneuMando wan
CEETAMMILATA BbDXY BUCOKOTO PABHWHHO
nnata mexy p. Tabad w [yxas ce Hauvpa
BOAY OT. Haii-Brig4arnHBaLiTe TPaKWAcKK
morunke Hekponony B Kpamgysascka
[oGpymwwa. Mexpay [eere CeeTMRMLA W
CEBEPHD OT TAX €2 NOKANM3MPAHK TOMeMn
TRAKWACKW CEMWWa, a noj camute
CBETWMNLIA Wva OEGen RyNTypeH nnact Haa
4 1, B KOITO C& DTKPMBAT SECETKN MOHETH 0T
VB, np. Xp.~ I8, Cn. Xp. ¥ OTPOMHO KOMW-
4YECTBO HATPOLWEHW TPAKWACKM CbAoee,
MHDTD KMBOTUHCKM KOCTH, MOHETH ¥ Cnedm
O OrtH, Hal-BEpOATHO TE3W OCE3ATENHAW
CEOM C4 CNEACTBHE KYNTORM pUTyany,
W3BLPLBAHN HA CKATHATE MAOWELKN Npea
xpamoBeTe.  Korato HajZbpHEM BbB
BHYWMTENHUTE CKANHW ONTAPW Ha
XPAMOBETE HAL pexara,  NOJ3EMHIATE
TAnepMi 11 HEOOCTEIHKTE KAPCTOBW 34k o
W3CEHEHM ONTAPHA HWWKM HEBOMHO GH

right bank of the Taban River (a tributary of
the Kanagyol River) between the villages:
Pop Rusanovo, Vasil Levski, Sirelkovo and
Kutlovitsa (Silistra District), This ritual
complex includes three bip cave shrines
with cave temples, ritual niches, ritual
holes and ritual platiorms extending over 3
km along the middle flow of the river. Just
above these shrines, on the high plateau
between the rivers Taban and Danube, there
is one of the most impressive Thracian
necropolises in the Danube Dobrudja,
Between two shrines and north to them,
there are big Thracian shrines, with a thick
cultural layer of over 4 m beneath them. The
layer yields dozens of coins dated by the 4"
¢. BC and a large number of broken
Thracian vessels, many animal hones,
coins and ftraces of fire. These material
features seem fo prove existence of rituals
held on rock platforms in front of the temple.
If you look at the huge cave altars of the
temples above the river, underground
palleries and inaccessible karst halls with
cut altar niches, you will surely remember
an old Thracian myth about Zalmoxis,
whom the local Getians venerated as god,
and wha did miracles in fhe temple above
the Kogayon River. ;
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CTIOMHAME 33 OH3W [PEBEH TPAKUACKN MUT
33 3aNMOKCHC, KOrOTO MECTHWTE 8T

MOYMTANA Kato GOr, W KoifTo W3sbpluBan (==

IMACTEDMN & MELEPHUA XDal HAl pekata
Koramo.

1. Tpakuitcko cKkanHo cBeTMMMLLE [ C.
Crpenkoso, CMANCTPEHCKD

CeemvnuuieTd e ofIOPMEHD B ronaMa
ECTECTBEHA NELLepa, HapuyaHa oT MECTHOTO
HacenaHme SapkaniATa’c pasmepy okono
7X10 m v BucouwHa okono 6, m. [lo wen ce
[0CTITA N0 W3CEYBHA B CKANATA CTPbMHA
MbTEKE M TYHEN, KORTO HAKora e 6un
3aTBApAH C fbpBeHa BpaTa. Omuo ot
NewIenara cTapaTeNHo e U3ceyeHa odLINpHa
APKNPEHE HILA, KOSTO Ge3 ChMHEHWE &
Wrpana ponTa Ha Xpamos| ontap c
AMAMETLD 3.5.M, OPUEHTUPEH HA W3TOK,

Ha okong' 200 m KomHO 0T NeiepaTa ce
Hamnpa BMCOKE CKANG, uuiTa BpEK &
Waganto ‘noApasHed. Bupxy Tasu
TPaneyoeEnata MNOWAOKa © paamspn
3,50X3,00 m/mHoro_cTaparenso & Bfisban
wned wapek-018 m w gbnbok 045 w;
OPMEHTHPAH CeBep-—tor,

1. Thracian Rock-Cut Shrine near
Strelkovo (Silistra District)

The shrine {about 7 m by 10 m and
about 6 m high) is built in a big natural cave
called by the local inhabitants
“Badjaliyata”. You can reach it by following
first a steep rock-cut path and then a tunnel,
which was formerly closed by a wooden
door. A large arched niche was neatly cut
south to the cave. Undoubtedly, it played the
role of a temple aftar with a diameter of 3.5
m oriented {o the east. Two hundred meters

~ away*to the south fromethe cave there.is a
high rogk. Its top is ideally flat. On this
trapezoidal ground (3.5.by” 3, there isa
rabbel (018 m wideand 0.45 m Ueep) cut
very neatly and- or1ented fram the noﬁh to
the south.

2TpaioKoT0 CKATHO CBETWIALE 0 C...
Mon Pycaqoso, CUMNKCTDEHCKD

Caemanuuiero ce Hawupa Ha 4 kM mHo i

B oﬁumpna Tremepa
HapeyeHa 0T MECTHOTO, HaaeﬂEHM&:"

or bamkanusra’.

LKHpuHAXUKa'Te _BIM e nm‘w

ADKYpaHA  HWA. Jormapy, OpUEHTHPaHa A"

M3TOK, © ,qna&am1 90 1. B HorouaroqHaTa

YacT Ha Camara Mewepa C'I'EDBTEJ'IHO g

othopliesa NPaBObIbAHBwAN0WAAKy
D4EpTaHa-w bl KneC08Ey C Ohm¥MHa

4,15 n1 wwpuia 3.05.m. Mpegnonara ce, ey

TOBA 6 CRETMMALIETO Ha™ “GhallHA K, /
B EKdfHitR Bee Han rewepara Iama

nmﬁar_wrreH NABUPIHT, BKMIOYSAL, TACHA
ranepi ¢ _gbmgnna okono 6,00 w0

BepTUkANHE" LKA “e~-BIEOMMHA 5,50 M,
KOATD OTBEXA3 B OBWMPHA ECTECTREHA
neujepa.
CTApaTeHD & M3ceUeHa apuipana Hﬁma
{0,40K0,50 M/ HaIt-88QOATHO MAMLK (ONTap
SAWHCTBEHOTO MACTO UFDHB&HD or
CNuHYEBATA CEETNMHA

1Cepepro 01 Kvpnwmrvka ce_Hamupa
pero caetmae, [o edextho npupoaHo
CKAMHD W3BaAHWE MO Eboﬂnsa Ha MOCT B
W3ceyeHa rofamMa apkhpasa Huwa.

Brpxy watoqnata W _eTeHa

~[Ton Pycanoen

2. Thracian Cave Shrine at the village
Fop Rusanovo (Silistra District)
The shrine is situated 4 km away fo the
south of “Badjaliyata”. In a large cave, which
the local inhabitents call "Kirindjika", you
can see a seml—mrcular arched altar (with
theziameter of 1.90 m) oriented to the east
l_nihe south—gastern part of the cave there is
a neatly built-rectangular platiorm. 1 is lined
with tieep_rabbets 4. 15 m long and 3.05 m
wide. :

In the rock r|dge over the cave there is an
interesting=labyrinth, whieh,_includes a
narow gallery abolit6.m long and'a vertical
Mine 55 m high, which leads into a large
natural cave. In the easterm wall there is a
neatly cut arched niche, 0.4 by 0.5 m. Most
protiably this is a small,alfar: i&s. the only
place—warmed by the sun.

The third shring~is*Situated north to
“Kirindjika", AT arched niche is cut near a
strikingmatural rock sculpturs in the shaps of
a bridge.
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KOJTOHUATA PAHHOBM3AHTHIACKM
CKANHW MAHACTWPA B PAVOHA HA
PEKA CYXA

Crnomexa ce, 46 Ha TO3W €ran Ha
npoy4BaHE TOBA C3 BOHN OT HaR-paHHUTE
CKANHN  MAHACTHPM, OOKYMEHTHQEHW B
DonkonyHasckite 3emu, [obpymka, Ha
Bankasute w Bwofue & Espona.
Pa3nonowenn ca no Gperosere Ha p. Cyxa u
CHOBAHOTO Cyxopeswe /mpu [ymGpaseni/,
K410 HAM-TONAMOTO ChLCPERATONME & DKOND
PaHHoBM3AHTWICKMTE kacTenw or V-V e, jo
¢ banuk fatuyHara Aguwa/, Owuoryp
JanTuyHnaT Nanmarne/ W Tonew
[frecroanTsHuR Ce. Kupun/, Ty HarneoHo
N0fWBAME BME4ATNIEHME 33 ODCHOBHWTE
MoHawecky npaktikd npes V-VI 8.
LleHTopsT Ha MOHAWECKUA KUBOT LUE O3 &
FONEMIs KWHDBUANEH [oOLiExuTEneH/
MaHacTip Tayp eBNEpH [XPUCTURHCKN
KblUW/ Ha JecHUs Gpar cpewly KpenocTTa npw
banuk. Tyk NpoCneSAsame BCUKA OCHOBHIA
NOMELLEHNE, DraHWYHD CELP3AHK B BIONHEH
ODraHMaupal MAHACTMPCKM KOMMMEKC -
LBHTDANHA ULPKEA KATOMMKOR/, Napaknue,
Tpaneaapua, WIyMEHapHWUA W
ﬂﬁLLI,B)KHTEJ'IHO MOHALWEeCKD CNanyo
NOMELLBHIE, Hejaned or MaHacTipa Wwa

EARLY BYZANTINE CAVE MONASTERY'S
COLONY IN THE AREA OF THE SUHA
RIVER

It has been already said thal at this
moment of the research these are some of the
earliest documented cave monasteries in the
Lower Danube area, Dobrudja, the Balkans
and in general in the whale Europe. They are
situated on the banks of the Suna River and
neighboring dry rivers area (next fo
Dumbraveni), the biggest concentration is
faund near early Byzantine castles of the 4"
5" cc. near the Balik village (ancient Adina),
Onogur (the ancient Palmatis) and Golesh
(late angient St. Cyril), Here clearly we
receive the real picture of hasic monastic
practice of the 5" 6" cc. The center of the
monastic life was a big coenobiic (where
several dozen or hundreds of monks live
together) monastery Gyaur evieri (“Christian
houses”) on the right bank opposite the Balik
fortress. Here we can see all basic rooms,
harmonically weaved info a unitary monastic
complex  central nave of the church
(katolikon), a chapel, a refectory, an abbot's
room, and a coenobilic monastic dormitory.
Mot far from the monastery there are a few
hermit's cells and a church-tomb, where
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HAKONKD  OTLUENHAMECKH KANWK 11 LbpKBd-
rpofiHuLa, KBOETO Ca MorpefBaHy MOHACHTE.
Cxonna oprasmsaus n Grnsbk niad uva
MaHacTupa npu JdymBOpasedi.
QOLIENMTRNBH, HO HE Taka KOMNAKTHO
NOCTROBH B MaHacTvpa B MOJHOMWETD Ha
kpenoctra Acap eenepu” Libpkeata,

TPOGULLHATA ULPKBA W OOLLEXMTMETD TYK C& -

OTAENHO OMOPMEHWM NOMELEHNA,
pAANONOMERN HENANeY efHo OT Jpyro.
Cpewy ,Acap eBnepu” U HAKODNKD
KMAOMETNA Ha KT A0 C. XHTOBO 1Ma CKUTOBE,
B KOWTO C2 JKMBENM 110 HAKOMKO MOHECH,
BEPOATHD CBLP3aHA © TOMEMITE MEHACTIN
[0 Bamk. TexHn JbUepHd CKMTORE MOXE
I3 Ga W [AsNONOMEHATE OLIE N0 HA cesep
ofurenu npu bpecthuua u lonew,
BRIOYEALLM MO £0HA LIDKBA W BB KWW,
HAEKOM MUTYPrMYHN OCOOEBHOCTH -
MPaBOLTBIHITE  ANCWOM, LUMPOKUTE  HAOCH
HA XpAMOBETE, BaHWTE 33 PUTYAIHD
V3MMBAHE TDEANONaraT snusHis of Cupus
W Mana A3uf, BOWNW BEPOATHO C
MOHAWEeCkaTa BbAHA 0T Watoka Kem
Dofipyaxa npea V-VI 8. lpodee, He
W3KNO4BAM  Bb3NMOKHOCTTA MOCMefosaTe-
e Ha camin cb. WMoad Kaovad pa uwar
BOb3KA C MOHAWECKATE penyBiuka okono
Cyxa pexa ¢ LBHTLD Bamak /Annsa/ -

monks were buried. The alike
organization and plan has the monastery
near Dumbraveni. Another coenobitic
but not so compactly built monastery is
found at the foot of the "Asar evleri”
fortress. The church, the cemetery
church and the coenobitic room are
made here as separate rooms, located
not far from each other. Several cloisters
are sifuated in front of the "Asar svlen”
and a few kilometers away to the south,
near the village Hitovo. Each of them was
to house several monks, connected
perhaps with big monasteries near
Balik. Probably their daughter cloisters
are also situated north to the cloister in
Brestnitsa and Golesh, which includes
one church and fwo cells. Some liturgy
particulars (reciangular apses, wide
naoses of the temples, baths for ritual
ablution) are supposed to have been
influenced by Syria and Asia Minor. They
were brought in Dobrudja perhaps with
the monks' wave fram the Orient in V=V
¢. Otherwise, we don't exclude the
possibility that St. John Cassian himsglf
had communication with the monastic
republic with the center in Balik (Adina)
near the Suha River.
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CIANHD nun.ee opMEHM  Tpeg=N=Yl - Consirueled.in the 5" 6" cc. The church has a
B L ER &‘ZﬁéE M. C big naos OIGZD by 480 m with a rectanguiar
npasokrbiHa ancuﬂa BLDXY 4HaTa/apse in th ’up er part of the eastem wall, and

CTeHa W 00LMDBH NpuTBOp. MM M KNagenell a=wide na [ “There is also a water spring
Er| ao\%mm fiocTara o pexard. Knojor that flows< inlo_river. South fo the church,

TEpKEATa & MAHACTUpCKOTO- cnaﬂﬁb Here =5 4 monks' dormitory of 1160 m
nomeLLgHie ¢ memkida 11,60 1 i W pra” lengih-and 400 m width, Several niches are
400 @wﬂu creHie Mig VARG ALY B/Cut in the wall, and fhere is a cave foilet made
WA Kpail ckanHd Toa a,»{CEBBDHU in the northem part Norh to the church there
ﬁmwa B noﬁ“&@ {ssnakavc C is a burial chapel of 440 m widih and 7.30 m
wia 4,40 M W WwApAHa ?;@El M. Bupxlefgh. An alar niche is made in the upper
ﬁnam CTeHa & olopneHa onTapda part of e eastern wall with some burial
H 2 B N0fiA G2 BKONAHA HAKOIKO FpoSHW chambers dug under it A small passage and
Kamepi, CeBEpHD 0T T4 N0 mambk 3 naow path cut in the rock norh to the
KODWAOD ¥ M3CEYeHA B craflara meteska ce church can lead you to a few cells.
JI0CTFA [0 HSIKOTKD KT,

6.Ckaned crar ,Bbnyanoea crga?.nu ] ve “gall 'Valcnanava Staya”,
bpecThuya, Tepeencko Brasir (Tenre District).

Han ronsma emﬁ:’rﬁe&ﬁmp& BEOXY a‘h‘ig “Patural cave-on-the Ieft bank
negwA Gpar Ha Cyxa Joka crapatendo, & of:the Spha River there is a nean_ bl oave
M3naueHa Tpnmﬁxwm CkanHa Ubprea € church ith three conches and a'ﬁéﬁ]ex af
nputeop ar V-VI B4 Haocht & nowtd the 5" 6" oo Naos is almost souarg ifs size
KeAIpaTeH G paskiepk 360340 . a is of 350 by 340 m, while corghes are
KOWXMTE A NOMYKDLIIM G WMpWHA OKONO semicircllar of 200 m widh. Soufhy to the
2,00 M. 10O OT Ubpkeata & MVERGYMATKE church there is a smallcellol-2:00=by 155 m,
WamaR ©pasmepn 2.00X155 m. “VME?K.D.\" Betwean the cell and the church there is a
KANMSTA 1 LbDKBATE MME KODINOOP, “@wbafl..passage.and thers is g field for an icon cul
BX03 & M3CE42HD MPABOLTLIHO NONE 34 above the eniEnce “The church had been
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wora. Libpeara & npewsnonsasa npes X
B, 33 KOETD CBWAETENCTBAT DUCYHKA W

- BraLp-acime,

7. Craned com Xaigywime ke’ 1o
¢ Tonew, CwmeTpeHcHD.,
- Hampamgbpqmamﬁpﬂma(}yxa
peda - CoRLLy
V-V B, Bkfiowsa ckanba Lbpkea |y /ee
KA, paannnomeuu Ha Zpe Husd| Ha
[OTHOTO. HWBO & LIbJKBATA, KOATO B | [IECHO
[OETLMHE 6 pachen &90)(2,20 M, /
aTOYHaTa-GIgHA | Ma K nebeds 52
OETBAHET0 L 12, OirapHa-—waca™ Finme
Ha-BTODMA ETaN A TDYOHD ARCTHIHY, HO
fI00pE OCREpMERY W M3MazaHy © Bapoa
paareop. PucYRKW-_It 2HAUM  rpaduTi
CRAGETENCTBAT 3 MpEMInOnaga-e npes X 8

8. CHaneH maqacp A0 C. XMTo8O,
Potpirao

Hanpa ce Ha neswd Gos ka . Cyna o
BH/R0-8d COLLMpHA™ CKarHa LspKEa C fize T
3,2046,10%2,80 & n CcEC CTapaTenHo
WICREHA MpaBOLMLNHE anckaa 1o ibpkeara,
CAS.OMOPMEHN TPU KUK, ~GEbD3AHNA
BeCOKHD. By CTEHATA 12 KpAMHETE KATMR
{4 WCEEHIA HALWW, A B NOGE HA CPenHEm —
[1BE OMPECANHI TPOGHA KaMEDH.

used until the 10" c., which is confirmed by
drawings and graffiti.

7. Cave cell “Haidushkite kashti”,
Golesh (Silistra District).
It is situated on the left bank of the Suha

aHHOBIGAHTCNA—PBFDCT T~ RIVER rq front of an early Byzantine fortress of

the 4th '6" cc. It includss a cave church and
two cells) nlaced on two levels. On the botiom
level there is an easily-accessihle church of

B30 by, 2207 The top of the gastern wal

has rabbets used for attachment'of the altar
table. Cells on the second floorafe difficult to
reach bt well deco[ated and covered with
fmortar. Drawmgsand graffiti witness that the
ceff- had~beenuged until the 10" cenury.

8. Cave Monastery near Hitovo (Dobrich
District).

Il is situated on the lef*bank of the Suha
River and includes a big.eave church of 3.20
by 610 by 280°m. with a neatly cul
feglangular-apse._Near the church, Ihere are
Three-gelis-{oiril in & chain. The top of the wall
in the lastegll has a few cut niches, togurial
chambers are“made in‘the floor of the middle
cell.
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9. CkanHwsT masactmp A0 €.
[ymtpasequt, okp. KoHcTaHua

Heparey or konosusra no p. Cyxa, npw
¢. JynGpaseHn npeon okono 15 1. Ge omouT
HOB CKAMBH MaHACTHP, W3cBYEH Ha Jga
XOpU30HTA.  TOPHUSIT XOPW3OHT BKAKYBA
gHOANCUARA eOHOKOpaOHA Ubpkea ©
MPUTBOD TONAM KOMKOTO Haocd. Ancupara e

obwupHa okono 1.45X150 M, HaocwT

2,50X150 m, nputBopeT 2,75X160M,
3anafiie 0T npuTBOpa & OdOPMEH
norpebanes napaknuc ¢ nonykprna
ancnga, OpMBHTMPEHR HA 3anan, KOATO 6
CROBOODA3HA KOHTDAANCMOA HA AncWoaTa Ha
UbPKBATA, ODWEHTMPAHA HA W3TOK.
[TApakmvCET B NOYTY KBAAPETEH C [bKiHa
okono 1,75My @ ancupare e C JMamersp

okono 1,00 4 Cesepwo oT fi ca ocpopeit-—char
T [PO0HM  Kawepi, CejT wowTo™ CrIefiEa  naj

[ILTEE] TECEH KOPIGOP © Hiww. | Mo, BEIKD
T4, g MOHALLECKATE KT ca BN Ha
H0AHAA BTN, Kbgm aa s enegu ot
n3cuyaHa "~ HE NOMEIWEHUS,

1[}.Cxanua1'@ ofuren “Ce. Awgpei” B
pafoka Ha c. Wlon KopauH, okp. KoHCTaHUA

XDUCTURHCKOTD NPECAHIE [TIECH, 48 M0
#petwit va Cp. Angpet [Mbpeoagadii o2
NAFHanD 02 XpUETUAHK3MpE 3aMagHoTo

9. Cave monastery at the village
Dumbraveni, Constanta District (Romania),
A new cave monastery was discovered at
the village Dumbraveni not far away from the
colony in the dry rivers area (net far from the

Suha River) about 15 years ago. I had two
horizons: the upper one included a church
with one apse and one nave, and a narhex as
big as naos. The apse is about 1.45 by 150
m, the naos 250 by 150 m, the narthex-is
275 by 160 m. West to the nartex there Is
burial chapel with semi-circular west-
oriented apse, which is a peculir counter-
apse 1o the church apse, which is east-
oriented. The chapel is almost square, about
175 m long, with the diameter of the apse
about 1.00 1. North fo it there are threg burfal

Wil Piches, A “signs’ fell
el the ‘monks’ cells-were- situated on-fne
lower flogr, which stll keeps tracas of k-
cit ropms.

10. St Andrew's Cave Monastery near
ihe wvillage lon Corvin (Constanta District)

A Christian legend says that St
Andrew's lot was to Christianize the Weslem
Black Sea region, and Dobrudja,
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HepHoMOpKE, pecrnekTHeHD  [loBpymxa.
ToRa ceefeHwe € onopHa 0a3a #a emHa
NEreRsa, (hophvpana okono cpefiara Ha XX
B., CTIOPE/) KOATD B CPEfata Ha | & . ¥p. B
Manka retlepa & paitond Ha c. Wod KopewH e
npebueasan w nponoesigean Ce. Aqpped.
Mellepata BCLLLHOCT € BCTECTBEHA CanHa
KyxXuHa, KoATO & poobpafoTsaHa c
ochopMAHETO Ha ancuia W koHTpaanciaa. B
031 BMA TR HAYMSBA PAHHOBH3AHTMFACKMTE
CHANHM LbpKBMLK o kpas Ha V-V B, B
[ymfipasesn 1t paiiona wa rp. Kasapua e wm.
fitnara

KONOHWATA PAHHOCPEHO-
BEKOBHW CKATTHA MAHACTUPH
M0 P. KAHATHOIT /APUCTPA/

ToBa e Hail-ronAmara QoKyMeHTUpana
KONOHMA CKAMHI MaHacTpi OT enoxara Ha
MbpeoTo BLArApCKO LARCTRO, 8 W W3BLLO O
X B, B TPaHULMTE H3 CPEHOBEKOBHA
Barapis 1 Ha bankauwte. TpocTipa ce Ha
pascToAHke Hag 50 KM M0 CPEAHOTO pycno
Ha cyxopedueto Kawarwon
JopenHoBekosHaTa pexa Hpuctpal, no kosTo
npe3 X=X 8, MpemiHaBa Hali-BEKHMA MET B
BhNrapckara JbpKaea, Cebpasan

respechively, This information served as a2
source for e legend emerged about middie
20" ¢, according o which St Andrew lived
and preached in a small cave near the village
lon Convin in the middle | ¢. AD. The cave, in
fact is a natrdl rock cavly, which was
decorated with an apse and & counfer-apse.
Thus it reminds of the early Byzantine cave
churches of the late 4" 6" cc. in Dumbraveni
and Yailata (Cavama District).

A COLONY OF EARLY MEDIEVAL CAVE
MONASTERIES ALONG THE KANAGYOL
RIVER (DRISTRA)

This is the biggest documented colony of
cave monasteries dated by the time of the
First Bulgarian Kingdom, and generally in
e medieval Bulgaria and the Balkans of 101
c. It exends over 50 km along the middie
flow of the dry Kanagyol (the medieval
Dristra River), which served as the most
important way into te Bulgarian stae in 9"
10" ce, and which connected the capitals
Pliska and Preslay with the bishop's and
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cTonuuute Mniucka u [pecnae ¢
SMMCKONCKATE W NaTpUaplUeckara /memay
927-971/ peawgenuns 8 JpucTep
[CunucTpal. KonoHuara skmo4ea okano 50
.cKanHu OfMTENM /MaHacTupw, naspu,
CKWTOBE, LILOKBY, KWW,  OTWEAHMYBCKA
MEWEPN 11 CKAMHW KONOHW/, OCHOBHO
TOYIVPaH B Mo-6NW3kuTe U JaneqHin
OKOMHOCTM HE PaHHOCDEAHOBEKOBHUTE
wpenoc Crana, Lap Acen, Andoarap u
PyilHo [1A & Ha ChCBAHOTO CyXOpeHme
Cenetup/. LledTposs Ha moHalecKns
HMEOT CA KMHOBMANHUTE /OBLERVTRNHY/
CHANHU MaHaCTIp 10 Bupburo W Ancharap,
CTRNGHIUMTE 00 ¢, Backn Jlesckn W naspara
0T KEMWOTH B NOAHAWMETD Ha kpenocTTa Llap
AceH. Tukmo B lap ACBH & OTKOMT
CTAPOGLATAPCKI  KUPUICKO-TNaroNnyecky
HAMMAC 0T Ha4anoTo Ha X B., Hanucad ot
Maracui WHOK, KOWTD B cpep
NEPBOCTOMTENNTE Ha MOHaweckara
OpraHM3aLMs B To3W kpad.  Brpodem no
Kanarson wma nofatk 3a MHOZMHCTBOTO
MOHALECKN MpakTMKM, MNON3BalM ;e
nonynapHocT npes X B.

MUBOTA B CKANHWTE MaHacvpn e
NpCOBHAN CNEO KDaR Ha X 00 okono
Cpefara Ha Xl 8., KOraTo TE3M 3EMM BAW3AT B
rpasnupmre Ha Buaawaas, Warmexpa ca

Kanareon

patriarch's residence in Drister (modem
Silistra), between 927-969. The colony
included about 50 cave cloisters
(monasteries, churches, laurae, cells,
hermit's caves and cave colonies), mainly
grouped around the early medieval
fortresses  Skala, Tsar Asen, Alfatar and
Ruine (which is found on the neighboring dry
river Senebir). The centers of monastic life
were the coenobitic cave monasteries at
Verbino and Affatar, siyiites (hermits wha
lived on rock columns) at the village Vasil
Levski and Kelliol's laura at the foot of the
fortress Tsar Asen. Right in the Tsar Asen was
found an Old Bulgarian inscription in
Cyrillic-Glagolitic alphabet, dated by 10" ¢,
written by a monk called Manasius, who was
one of the founders of monasticism in this
area.  Nevertheless, thers were numerous
monastic practices thal were popular in 10"
€ .

Life in the cave monasteries went on from
the late 10" c. to the middle of 11" ¢., when
these lands were adjoined to Byzantium. It
seems that they were functioning until the big
invasion of the Pechenegs in 1036, when the
monks had to migrate together wilh the rest of
the population,
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obWTEBAKY [0 TOMEMWTE HAWECTBMA Ha
neyederwre o7 1036, Korato 3aedHe ¢
HACBNEHMETD EMWTPMPAT M MOHACHTE.

11. Crkanuy ofwrend noj panHo—

CpéJHOBEKOBHATa KpemaocT Ao . Ckana,
CHMIMCTORHCKO

B okanHmaT Berel nod kpenocTTa Ckana
Ha JecHiA Opar Ha Kakareon ca ocopmMennt
& ockandn moxaleck ofutenu. Ha Hai-
JIOMHO HABO ¥ ChOTBETHO Hail-[0CTeNHA &
Gna cHanHATa. LbPKBE, HO OT \HEA B
3aMa3eHa eamo apkiparard, oTapHa Aulla o
Wwipita 0,72 w1 BrcodiHa 0,58 m. Han Hes
HA HEODCTENHE BMCOMMHE Ca OopneHa 4
KUMKW, BAHATA OT KOWTO (& OOIWMPHO
BAMMCOBMHO  MOMELUEHME CBC CKAMENKA
4.90X3,80 v, NDN3BAH0-39 IUMEH OPEB Ha
monacute. CEBEpHD 0T KPEnocTTa e

HAMWpPA KpUNTZ C TDK TPOGHI Kameph, B

KoATO ca morpeGsady Monack. Mo cTemuTe
Ha MOMELIEHUHTA Cd BPA3aHW [OECETKK
PUCKHIN |t 3HALIA rpadinTt  Kopad ¢ KpboT
Hag KbpMaTa, (OWrypH Ha MOHECK, CBETUW ¥
MHOTO KOBCTOBE W DYHOMOZDOHM 3HAUW

12.CraneH maHacTup ,XanoywKure
keuw” 0o ©. Bwpbuso, CunKCTpEHTKO
Hawwpa CE Bupxy Nesas Opar Ha

11, Cave Monasteries near the Early
Medieval Fortress at the Village Skala
(Silistra District).

The rock near the fortress Skala on the
right bank of the Kanagyol River has 8 cave
monastic cloisters. The lowest and therefore
the most accessible level there had a cave
church, but the only.thing..stillpreserved
frorm ft.is-the arched altar niche, 9.72 m wide
and 058 m high. Above ity at the
inaccessible height, there are four cells, ane
of which is a large elliptic room witha bench
of 4.90 by 3.80 m; it seems that the manks
used fo warm themselves fhere at winter
time. Norih fo the“fortress there is a crypt
with three burial chambers, where the
manks were buried. The walls of this room
keep dozens of pictures and graffiti & nave
with a cross above the stem, figures of
manks, saints and many crosses and runic
signs.

12. Cave Monastery "Haidushkite kashti®
at the village Varbino (Silistra District)
It is situated on the left bank of the
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XARyILRMTE

Kanarbon, owHD oT meTR [ynoso-Tepeen.
BKNOYEA UBPKBA, KPUNTE, Tpanesapus,
KANKA 1 NOMOLLUHKY NOMELLEHWA, CBLP3aHW B
BAMHEH MAHACTURCKW KWHOBMANEH
KOMINEKC, Libpreara & B KHara Yact v e
Haﬁ—'JﬁLLIb!pHUTO NOMELEAVE C [ObTKIHE
4.90 m, Wwipnka 2,50 M # BUCO4MHA 2,65 M.
Bupxy w3TouHata CTeHa & W3CeYeHa
apKipaHa onrapHa Hinwa. Jo Lbpkeata ina
BTOpO DﬁLLIl-‘I'DHCI NOMELLIEHWE € HULUA HA
CBBEQHATA CTEHA, BEDORTHO NON3BAHO 34
Tpanazapus. Haj Hero Ha ropHo HUBO
CTAPATENHO €3 M3CEYEHW OWE 4eTupu
KUMWK, 2 nop TR DﬁLLIHpHU NOMELLEHWE ChE
CTONAHEKE NpeAdasHayenue. Bupxy
CTEHUTE HA KANWWTE CA BPA3EHW KADUNCKK

HaomAc , PyHOMOO0GHW 3HALM W HAKOMKD.

KPBETE . DA3KNOHEHW Kpauila

Ha 20 w KO 0T UbpkeaTa B ChlA
CKANEH BEHEL CE Hamwpa MaHacTUpCKata
KOWINTA.

13. Ckaned Mmanactup BupiuHckume
neLepn” 10 ¢. BupiuHo, CUnMeTpeHCKD

Pasnonomed e Bupxy JECHWR Gpar Ha
KaHarkon. Ha okono 4 Kkm CeBepHO 01
MaHacTupa (XARAYWKATE Kblgu".
MEIHBCTHD]:T BKNIOYBA CKanHa Ubpksa
KPUNTE, WYMBHADHILA W OLLE TPM KWW B

Kl

Kanagyol River south to the road leading
from Dulovo to Tervel. It includes a church, a
orypt, a refectory, cells and supporting
rooms, connected in one coenobitic
monastery. The church is in the southern part
and is the biggest room: 4.90 m long, 2.50 m
wide and 2.65 m high.-An arch altar niche is
cut in the: Upper part of the eastern wall.
Closeto the church there \is the second
largest room with a niche in the northern
wall;-he roorm-was probably | used as a
refectory. Above it on.the upper-flaor, there
are four more neatly cut calls, with a large
household room under them. The upper
parts of wall in cells-are covered with carved
Cyrillic inscriptions, 'rune-like signs and
several crosses with branched. ends.

There-is-a monastic-erypt situated in e
same rock at the distance of 20 m south to the
‘church.

13. Cave monastery “"Varbinskite
peshteri” at the village Varbino (Silistra
District)

It is situated on the right bark of the
Kanagyol, about 4 km away south to the
monastery “Haidushkite kyshti". The
monastery included a cave church, a crypt, an

o

CEBEPHA MOCOKA. LibpKkeaTa & Hai-ronamaro

W HAW-NBCHO [OCTBAHO NOMELUBHIE B

KOMMNEKEE C ObiHa 5,80 w, WwkpuHa2,00
M o eucoduda 205 m. Mma dopmata Ha
U3IBAMEHA NPaBOBIB/IHE 8AHOKOpAOHA
CBOOECTA Dazumvka CTmemykpbria antiaa
BhOKY M3TOYHETE CTeHa. Hag Hem Ha BTopn

gTa% € OopMeHa KpWTaTa, B KOATO cal

BALNGAHA T rpoBHe Kamepn. Geseprg ot
KpInTaTa na-KeMerHa-cTAGA ce JO0TWr [0
ryMeHapauUaTa. Mo cTeHUTE HarUbpKBaTa W
KOpMoDDa T BOA3AHM rpadifTit-0pas Ha
CEETEL (t-KDECTORE C PA3KAOHEHN KDaMLla

Ha okoAn 20 1 CeRepHD@F-BXOa Kb
UbpKBATA B ECTECTREHN NEWEpH Ca
W3CEYEHI TP MOHALIECKS - AL, B KOUTOD
€2 O(OPMBHN HIWK 33 WKOHHWM KaHZuna.
Owg no Ha CEBep, BEPXY. NeBus-OpHr-Ha
CYXOPEHMETD ca OOpMEHM % 1BE | OBOAKK
fnin © rpobose. Marnexaa ca obutasasm

OT OTIWENHAUW, CBLP3aHY C MaacTupE:™

14, Cranin MoHaWecKW ofuTenn B
m."Kokapoxa® Ao ¢. Lap Acex,
CunuecTpercko.

Bupxy feara fipara Ha p. Kawareon e
NOOHOKMETD HE  PAHHOCDEOHOBEKOBHATA
fbnrapcka kpenoct of IX-X| &, & ochopuiexa
obuTen, BRAHBAWA 3 LBOKBM M8 Kuium.

abbot's room and three=mre cells in the
northern direction! THe church is the biggest
and easiest accessible room in fhis complex,
5:80 m long, 2.00 m wide and 2.05 m high. It
had the form_of*a long reclangular one-nave
vdulted basflica with & semi-Gircular apse in
the. uppar part of the-eastem wall. Abave i, on
the'seeond floor, there is a crypt with fhree
burial-chambers cut In it. North' to the erypl,
“there 18- . stone staircasesty which you can
reagh /the _abhot's room. Walls/ir the church
and-in the-gorridorare covered with Canvings of
graffiti“of saints and crosses with branched
ends.

A about 20 m nodfkfo the church
entance, in a natural cave, there are three
monagit calls WithTiches " for icons and
icon=lamps. Further to the north, on the left
bank of the dry river, there are two pairs of
cells with-graves. It seems that the place was
inabited by} the Firmits Cofinected with the
monastery.

14, Cave monasteries at “Kokardia",
village Tsar Asen (Silistra District)

On two banks of the Kanagyol River, at
the foot of the early medieval Bulgarian
fortress of 9" 11" cc., there is a monastery,
which includes 3 churches and 8 cells. The
cave rooms are scattered at the distance of

9




CanHuTe NOMELERMA €A PasnpLCHaTH Ha
oKOna 2-3 KM eaHo 0T Apyro, armexaa Tyk
£a pBWTABAMN KENUOTH, KOWTO cA OB
CcHOMpany 32eAH0 Ha OOLW NATYRrUW Camo
Ha MpasHuLM.- UeHTsp Ha penumioskua
KIBOT LLig @ ca- Guny- CranknTe LbpKeN.
LoGpe e sanasena.camo axara, ofopmera
B CKAMEH BEREL, noa ewmara Koxapawa'.
Wwa ‘psanHa-dopwa ¢ ObmmHa 2,95 Mo
BUCO4MHA 2,00 1. B cpegara Ha MatodHaTa
CTeHA & O(OpPMEHa NONYKPBIa apkupaqa
ONTapHa  HidLla.

Ha okono 100w CEBepHO OT
UbPKBATA C& W3CEHEHW [BE CKANHW KANWK,
DA3NonoKeHy enua Han apyra. Jonwara e o
pazmepu 430%420 w., a ropHara e C
paanmepid 28042 40- m.

15, CkaneH ckut [aprewikara ubpkea” B
w. ,Cyxa ewwma’ no rp. Andiarap,

Bbpxy mecews Bpar Ha p. Kanarson
MHOTD CTEDATENHO 8 W3ceYeHa ronama
ckanHa lbprea ¢ opma Ha enHokopatHa
e[HDANCKAHA CBpJecTa Basunuka c
IbiwiHa 6.45x2 15%2,70 w.. 3anagHata
NONOBMHA HA HA0GA € YWWUpEHa nopj
opmarta Ha npuTeop. ANCMaaTa e WUpoka
2,90 14, HO OTAPHATA MACA HE B H0BBLILEHA.
H#Ho 0T UbpkRaTa € 3AN0OYHATO

about 2-3 km away from each other It
seems that they were inhabited by the
Kelliots, who gathered together for
commen liturgy and holidays. Center of
religious |ife were cave-churches, There is
only one of them that is well preserved it is
built in the-fock at the natural fountain
"Kokardia®. It is oval in shape, 2.85 m long
and 2.00 m high. In the middle of the
eastern wall there is a semi-circular
arched altar niche:

Apput 100 m north to the church, there
are two-cave cells one above the other. The
one below is-4.30 by 4.20 m, the one above
is 280 by 2.40 m.

15..Cave cloister "Gargeshkata tserkva"
al “Suha cheshma' near Alfatar.

O the right bank of the Kanagyol River
there is a neatly cut large cave vaulled
basilica, with'pne nave and one apse, 6.45
by 2.15 by 2.70 m. Western half of the naos
is enlarged to make a narthex, The apse is
290 m wide, but-the altar lable is not
finighad. South fo the church is. seen
another-large-room. at the initial-stage of
carving, but also unfinished. At the
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BIbNOGBAKETO HA [PYID FOAMO MOMELLE-
HINE, DCTAHANG ChILO HEAOBbpLWEHD, Ha 6 M
OEBEPHO 07 (bPKBATA M HA 7 M HAL TEPEHE 8
W3CEYEHA HEOOCTRINHA MOHALLECKA KWIWA ©
pasmepn 3,40X2,90%1,60. B waro4nara
CTeHa & OOPMEHA HUWA 32 NOCTABSHE Ha
MKOH ¥ KaHamno. BNaBo OT BX00A B Nopda Ha
KUNUATA & BOBAGAHO OTHMUE. 3

?6. CraneH ckuT .JlanaHaTa newepa” &
. .Oyxa vewma" pgo rp. Andatap.
s Hammpa 68 Ha Nesws Opsr Ha Kadarson
Ha oxono B0D*wTeBepHo oT [aprelukara
Ubpkea'. B ckaier eeMeU ca Ochopmenit
UbpkBa W kualR, Libpkeara sepostho e
WMana npasobrbneH nAgH, MO \Gera

3anagKara il nonoaika e CRYTEHA, Hanbnka,

CbXPAHEHA (8 W3TO4HATA MONOBMHE ©
[bnboka TDANBUDBKAHA DATADHE HWLIA
wipoxa 120w fenboxka 140 M 1-Bicoka
1,65 m. [lo LibpKeara B eCTECTBEHA MBLRpa e
ofhopMeHa KMnUA © BAbNGaHo B8 noga
OTHWLLE 11 [BE APKOBMOHM HWLW EEQXKY
W3TO4HATA W CEBEPHATA CTeHW. B UbpKBaTa W
KUnuATa €& CbhbxpaHeHu Hag) 60
PAHHOCPEAHOBEKOBHK  DHCYHKN W 3HAlM=
rpacdiuTy  KpLCTORE, - OYHONOOOGHM 3HALW,
U306PAKEHAA Ha CRETLM, MOHAGH, KOHHMLM,

distance of 6 m north to the church and 7 m
above the ground there is an inaccessible
cell of 3.40 by 2.90 by 1.60 m. A niche for
an icon and an jcon-lamp is cut in the
eastern wall. Leit to the entrance, a hearth
is cut in ihe floor.

16. Cave Cloister "Dyalanata Peshtera®
at ""Suha Cheshma”, Alfatar.

It is situated on the left bank of the
Kanagyol River, about 800 m north to the
“Gargeshikata Tserkva'. The rock houses a
church-and a cell. The church seems to
have had a rectangular shape, but
unfortunately its western part is destroyad.
its eastern partehas been praserved
eftigely, wilh.a deep trapezoidal altar niche
1.20 m WitlE; 1.40 mdeepiand 1.65 m high,
Mear the churchin a natoral cave, thers is a
cell with-a-hearth cut-in the floar and two

-aiched_niches “inthe-tpper part of the

gastern and northem walls. The church
and the cell preserved over 60 early
medigval pictures and graffiti  crosses,
runic” signs, depictions of saints, monks,
horsermen, as-well as a damaged Cyrillic
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KaKTo 11 EVH NOBPEEH KNPUNCKN HaAMWE.

17.CkaneH Mauacﬁ;p B ta ,ﬂeljj_aa m;_f‘_ .

no rp. Anparap/ |

(Y A f
Toan rondmM MaHacTRp/ BriDYBaR=;

LbpKBa, TOAAMO dBuoMOHALECKO
NOMELLIEHHE [TpanesapuA?/, mrymeHéJHuua-
[0 HEA M 9 BEDIKHOSCEBR3AHN ki, Ha -
Hal—[I0NHOTO HYBO W HAI-NEEHO AOGThIkE~
& Guna LjoDKBATa, HO & unyﬁ_‘é&bmﬂeﬁﬁhﬁr
HeA & 2anasera AOGEETHAceneHaTa
apKupaHa oapHa Hua, Hap (bpKgara e
fina MrymeHapHulara < nofipe OMApMEHO
MAnK0 MpaBobrknHo noMeweHe"C Dasuepy
X2 1, ¢ NPABOBILAGH TIPO30DEL, Mgdall
Kb pexara. Kunawre ¢a noodiopMEHK
PCTRCTREHIA MELLIGPY, B HAKOW-OT KOUTD MM2
Hiy 33 Kadguna W wkow - Tosu ronsm
KuHoBManeH /oBlLexvTENeH/ MaHacTHp e
BN BAMH OT LGHTPOBETE Ha MOHALIECKUA
WiBOT N0 Kawarson-fpuctpa npes XLB.

18. CkanHW o6WTenM Ha OTWEMHWLM-
CTLAMHMLM B M, “Bpatuna’ Ao C. Bacun
NeBCK®

Bopxy AechuA Opar Ha Kanarson memzy
rp. Andparag u ¢. Bacun flescu uma Age
£CTECTREHN CHOBHN CKANHK KOTIOHHW, BhDXY
kouTo Npe3 X B. cA ce MoaBu3aBaMA

inseription.

- 17. Cave'monastery at “Penchov Pat’,
Altatar .

- This big monastery included a
chureh, a big commen room (refectory?),

“gbbol's room flear it and 9 chained cells.

There was a chupeh at the lowest and most
-?cess‘mle [gvel,) but it is almost
destroyed; What remained of it is a neatly
CUt-archéd aitar.piche. Above the church
there was-an apbot's room a small well-
built rectangular room of 3 by 2 m, with a
ractangular window logking over the
river. The cells were made in natural
caves with niches for icon-lamps and
.icons in some of them. This big
coBpobitic monastery was one of the
~monastic centers in Kanagyol-Drister
region in 10"/ 6.

18. Cave Monasteries for Hermits—
Stylites at “Bratila’ (village Vasil
Levski)

On top of the right bank of the
Kanagyol between Alfatar and the village
Vasil Levski there are Iwo natural
neighboring rock columns, on top 0

%

OTWENHALM, B NOAHOXUETO HA NO-
ronAuaTa KonoHa B ro;ﬁma BCTECTREHA
neuepa e pdfiopeya_0uwifpHa ckana

LrepKea ¢ iokina 9,104, Wipiiha 5,00 M 1
BuCOUMHE 270 M. B u3toumaral it crena
CrapareliHo & 1a3ceMeHa apKOBMIHA ONTapHa
anciga Chaupana 120 m u! ontiapha waca.
Broxy [OXHATE CTEHA [0 BXOME B U34EpTaH

CTRNATENHD LBYNATOB KOPAh C BUCOK HOG W

KDBGT Hap Xopuiara, BeposTio. ¢ aneropyta
Ha LUbPKBATA, HANPaBNSBaHa K0T GCHOA
koptsna XpucToc. 1 )

Mog (gTopata ckanka Kongha i,
BCTECTBEHA MeLlepa Cbe CHEAM DF—

[onLAHYTenHa ofpatoTka W KALCT Han
B0, '

19, Craned ckur B m. Asamo” 10 C.
Pyitno, [lynoscko
Hamwpa ce Bupxy naa@&_&nucr BpAr

which hermits-Stylites lived in 10" ¢, At
the foot of the biggest column in a big
natural cave is cut a large cave church,
9.10 m long, 5.00 m wide and 2.70 m high.
An arch-shaped altar apse of 120 m
widih and an altar table are neafly cut in
its_eastern wall. In the upper part of the
sQuthern /wall by the entrance there is a
neatly, carved, two-master. vessel with a
high 'how-and'a cross |above-the stern. It

‘seems {0 be-an-aflegory of the church led

by (its stegrsman Christ.
_ Near the second calumn, there is a
natural cave with-traces of manyal work and a
cross above (te_entrance.

19, Cave cloister at *Ayazmo” (Ruino,
Dulovo)
It is situated on the Ieft rocky bank of the

Ha cyxopesnero ,Cedebup™ epewy dried river Senebir in fror i
PAHHOCDETHOBEKOBHA KPENACT T X-X a.l'l‘l'%“'ﬁensg.;g of 10" 11"‘|2c.rrgnﬂd On[uih;rnf];dr:wevaanl
Heganed 0T MHCIONMEHCKD anMaHcko Alian MoSlem. (yShiite} shring dedicated 1o
Ejemnume. noceeigHd Ha [ewmp Data Derfiii=baba.__ L

BHACTADBT BKNIOYBd “WLPKBa, 3 K, . Thesmonaster ncluded| a ehureh
uryuerapiuia u_spunra. LIbpksaras-e=eells, an abbol'sry rﬂu%ﬁ%‘”ﬁ Epy[gtCh’Thi
NPABOLIbAHE ‘ﬂﬁf}f[_?,_l_\u@;_ﬁ“e“-:}}ﬁ pasmepn church is a<tectangular room of 380 by
3,80%2,00 [m. Bbpxy fdgredHara crera 2.00 m. In the Upper part of the easte}n wall
craparento’ & WacByeHa OmTapHa Huwa c there is a neatly cuf altar niche 0.55 m wide
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WwipiHa 0,55 i 1 Bico4MHa 0,85 1. HikHow
HEMNOCPENCTBEHD CBFTaHA G HER B KinnaTa
Ha Wrymena, a sanaﬁHn OF-HEFA WG OLLE TPH
Kumiad, Ha okono 30 M HKHD 0T LLPKEATE, B
ChCE/EH CKaneH Bewel e odopweHa’
kpunrata. lpeacTaenasa TAKLILAHO
MOMBUEHWE C padvepn 6804860 m..B
CEBEPOMATONHNA., BIBA CTAPATBAND &
W3ce4eHa rpofHa - kamepa, 3atBapaqa G
Karaw, @ Han Heg -~ Manko I'IGMBLL]EHHE 3&,'_
ChADAHABAHE MODWMIE=HA. MOHACHTE:

CKantara Moalecka o6uren Ao
Mypcarnap /bacapatu/, okpsr KoHCTaHUa.

ToBa €& Hail-TOMEMUAT [OKYMEHTHDAH
DaHHOCPEAHOBEKOBEH CKAMEH MaHactup B
[ofipymka u Ha Bankanure, KORTD C
WMHOTOBPOMHUTE CH  KYNTORK NOMELLEHNS,
CTOTUUM PUCYHRW, 3HaUW, CTapobuirapokn
KMPUNCKK, TNar0NU4EcKH, TPBUKK, n
PYHWHECKW HBANWGH CE SBABA OCHOBEH
N3BOP 33 WCTOPMATA, KYyNnTypara M
nakycreato HA Jofpynwa. Ochopmen & Kam
Ha4anoto Ha X 8, Bb_B BpbiKkd CbC
CTRPOWTENCTBOTC HA rONEMWA ﬂOﬁDy,&?KaHGKH
KaMEHEH BAN W BEIW4EA B UpKBH W

and-0.85 m high. South to this room and

faint with it is the abbol's cell, west to it
there-are three more cells. At a distance of
about 30 m seuth to the church, built in the
neighboring rock ridge is a crypt. t isa
triangular room of 6.80 hy 3.60 m. A burial
chamber.closed by a lid is neatly cut in the
north-easterri comer, with a small room

above it, whare the monks' relics were

preserved,

Cave cloister at Murfatlar
(Basarabi/, Constanta,

This is the most documented early
medieval cave monastery in Dobrudja and
on the Balkans, which with its numerous
ritual raoms, hundreds of piciures, signs,
early Bulgarian Cyrillic, Glagolitic, Greek
and Runic inscriptions is the main source
for history, culturs and art of Dobrudja. It
was buill in the early 10" c. in connection
with construction of the biggest
Dobrudjan rock wall, and included 6
churches and chapels, 4 cells, crypts and
several galleries. This monastery is not

28
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rmapaknacy, 4 KM, KPUITA W HAKONKD
ranepui, Toea ofade He £ MaHaCTHp B
TRAIVUMOHHNE CMUCEN Ha TORA MOHATME,
3310TO NUNCBAT OOWOMOHALECKUTE
MOMELLEHAE HA OOXEMUTENHIS  MaHACTHD,
TRANB3ADMA, BEQUAHO CBLP3AHM KIMMK,
obla ubpkea, oowa rpofMua v onp. o
BOWMKD WMAIMEM2, 4e TyK obuTasamm 4-5
MOHECK KENWOTH, DBBEMHEHN B ManKka NaBpa,
KATO BCekk-4MA-coOCTREHA LIPKEMLA /MosTh
BCHHKN  Ca MMHMATIORHWY, KIS 1 Bogu
a8TOHOMEH W80T,  Camo ‘1piu. rongmu
NPA3HuM C& CHOMpamy B roNemits craner
¥pant B-4, B K00 1nia ciegu v xdeonic. B
apxbﬁ‘emﬂaxa Ha L{GPKEMTE, CnelpdnyHara
HEDBRHOCHMIYPHA MVBOMUG ¥ OPraHMsaLmaTa
AONABAME BINAHUA 0T MAN0ASMACKUA
MOHBLLECKM LeHTsp 0T X=X B, B Kanafonid,

MHOSHCTEGTD Hapnich U rpaduie. ca.

OCTABEHN 0T CTEPOEATANCHW MOHACH, HO
HAKOM FPBUKW W PYHUMECKN TEKCTOBE
Mpedrionarar NPUCHCTBME HA Kanyrepn of
Apyri HapogHootd, MaHacTupsT e
M30CTEBEH B Kpas Ha X WM Hadanoto Ha X1
BIPM HALLECTEMS HA BADANA MW NeYeHem.

20. Cranxa uppkea B-1 & Mypdpatnap.
BibnfiaHa & Ha BMCOMMHA B MeKaTa
ckana /tefiewup/. Wma wspbnweda

such in the fullest sense of the word,
because there are no rooms for the manks'
assemblies, typical of a coenobitic
manastery: refectory, chained cells,
common church, common tomb, etc. It
seems that the place was inhabited by 4-5
monks-Kelliols, united in a small laura,
as each had one's one church (almost all
of them very small) and a cell and led
autonomous life. During important
hotidays ~theygathered «inza big cave
temple B-4, which ‘holds traces of
painting, The-arehitecture of the chusch, a
peculiar red—ffgure-ﬂ painting and
organization bears. traces of the monastic
center of 9" 10" cc. in Cappadocia; Asia
Minor. Numerous inscriptions and graffiti
were left by the old Bulgarian” manks
there, but several Greek-and Tunic texis
suggest presence of the monks from other
places there. The monastery was
destroyed in the late 10" or early 11" c.
during the invasion of the Varangians or
Pechenegs.

20. Cave church B=1 in Murfatlar.
Itis cul on top of a soft rock (tebeshir).
It has a long basilica-like form with naos,

90




fazunukanda GiopMa ¢ Haoe, BaHa anciaa u
o6uwpeH npTBOp. MPUTEOPST & C pasmept
220%1,60%2,10 1, HAoCkT € G pasmepn
2,.10X1,88%2,05 m, a ancipara g
NENYKPLINA ¢ AMaMeTbp 1,80 1. Ha Bupxa i
g BIMWTE HA anchpata MOHONWTHO Cd
paceyeHu ONTapHa wmaca Mo oue jpa
[0GTAMEHTA, HABADHO NPOTER3NC W
[MAKOHAKGH, B NPUTEOPA 1 HAOCA CBILLO Cd
WICEYEHM MOCTAMBHTA W CKaMERKW 33
cApane. Bupxy CTeHMTE HA Haoca W
NpWTBOPa Ca BPA3AHN ABCETKA KPLCTORE-
maduTe B Hai-pasniHi KOMOURALNK,
Irypi Ha HVBOTHH, HETAPN PYHIHECKM W
BMH CTAPOGLNTARCKN KMPMNCKN HAfUTIAC,
KOUTO 08 HeTE |, JInbXcHH eue”

24, Cxanwa Uspkea B-2 & Mypdarnap.

Hanypa ce Ha MoBLPKHOCTTA Ha CHanHIia
MaCHE W Ce ChCTOW#@T Hade, (npHTBOp W
nonykpbrbn OATAg ¢ MaCcHBHO M3cedena
onapHa Maca,/ T08a BCHUIHOGT € MambK
nanaknie ¢ pasuepy Ha Haoca 1710X2,20 1,
na npureopa 1,1241,35 W, & AnameTspa #a
ancupara e 190 . Bepsy-greHnTe ca
BPA3AHM JIBCBTEM DHCYHKW 11 3HaUW-
rpafwTi, KaroinpeobnafaBar Tean o
XPUCTMAHCKO CH/BEKAHKE | KPBCTOBE,
BOTYIWH /CHMBON HA MOKTOHHALITES, “prBH

one apse and a large narthex. The narthex
is 2.20 by 1.60 by 2.10 m, the naos is2.10
by 1.88 by 2.05 m; the apsé is semi-
circular, with the diameter of 1.80- m.
There is a monolithic altar table and two
more pedestals (probably a proteizis and
diakonikan) cut in the upper corner of the
apse. Pedestals and benches aré cutin the
narthex and naos. In the upper parts of the
walls of the naos and the narthex there are
carvings of dozens of graffiti: crosses in
different combinations, animals, four
runic and one old-Bulgarian inscription
in Cyrillic, which reads: “We must”.

21. Cave church B-2 in Murfatlar

It is situated an a rock massive and
consigls of a naos, narthex and a semi-
circttar altar with an altar table cut in
massive. This is, in fact, a small chapel
withithe size of the naos 1.10 by 2.20 m,
and the narthex 1,12 by 1.35 m; the
diameter of the apse is 1.90 m. There are
dozens of carvings and graffiti-signs in
the.upper part ol the walls, most af them of
Christian contents | crosses, boots
{aymbols-of worshippers), fish (symbol of

=30-

JCMBON Ha XpUCTOG/, KPBCTOBE C OLIMPEHK
kpautita. OCBEH THX Ca PUCYBAHI KOHHILW, @
BLOXy (DparMesT OT CTeHaTa & BpA3aH
CTAPOGBIAFANCKN KMDWNCKM HATAC, KOHTD- CB
pagyura Hue cme nucani’.

2. CkanHa Lbpkea B-3 B Mypdiamnap.

Pasnoriowena & nof B-2 4-npencTasns-
83 MOTPEOANEH NApaKig. Cho- CBOAECT
MpaBOLIBIEH HAos (2,50%2,2002,10:1) n

nonykperna ancioa c MOHORATHAOMTApHA

waca. [0 UbpKeara C8 Hamupa napakine o
68 TpoBHM kamepw. 10 CTERHTE G2 HaHECEH!
Haf 50 KobCTE-TpadmTy, , CBACTHKM, MTHLI,
kopah ¢ wbpMius (CHMBON WA ULOKEATE,
HanpaenAsaHa 0T Xpuctoc)d np.

23.Cranna Lispxea B4 B-Mypdariap..

Tosa € Haii-ronemia CoBopes” ¥pam B
CKanHaTa OfMTEN G Dasmepu Ha 3ACBOJBHUS
Haoca 7,00%3,50 M. [TpUTBOPLT & Mk Cbe
CBOMIECT TABaH, A OTAPHATa NpErpana MexIy
HADEA W ancupara @ ohOpMEHa C HeTHpM
MOHONIATHI KOJIOHW. ANCHOATA B NOMYKTBINE
4 33CBOMEHA C TPW MOHONHTHI OCTaMEHTE,
¥OWTO WrPasT QONATE Ha OMTap, MPOTer3ve 1
[MAKOHWKOH. Han onTapHaTa nperpaga ima
EJHOLBETHA ADXMTEKTOHUHH WUBOMWE C
YepeeHa  0Xpa.

Christ) and crosses with branched
ends. Besides these, there are horsemen,
and above in the wall there is a Cyrillic
inscription cut In Old Bulgarian, which
reads: “We wrote this",

22. Cave church B=3 in Murfatlar

Lying under B-2, it represents a burial
narfhex with vaulled rectangular naos
(2.50%2.20%2.10_m) and a semi-circular
apse with a monalithic altar table. Close to
the chureh there is-a narthex with two burial
chambers. Tne wall i covered with over 50
graffiti: crosses, swasfika, birds, 2 nave with
a steersman (symbolizing the church led by
Christ) and offier.

23 Cave church B-4 in Murfatlar

This is the biggast “cathedral” in this
cave monastery, with the size of the vaulted
naos of 7.00 by 3.50 m. The narthex is small,
with vaulted ceiling, and the altar wall
Petween the naos and the apse is designed
with four manolithic columns. The apse is
semi-circular and vaulted, with three
monalithic pedestals, which play the role of
altar, proteizis and diakonikon, Above the
altar thera is @ monochrome architectural
painting in red ochre. This chureh fias
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Toea & LpPKBATA G Hall-MHOTD pUCYHKM ¥ NUMerous  pictures and graffiti  signs,
3wl rpaci, Kato npeotnapasar Teaw ¢ mostly Christian: dozens of crosses,
XPUCTWAHCKO CbAbDKawwe  AeceTkn labyrinths, dragons, pigeons, saints, Christ
KpbeTOBE, mabupwTi, Apakodw, ronvd, and child-Christ i ;
ceerly, Boropomnla ¢ mnageseua—Xpucroc.  One can read there, as well, five runic,

PasyuTar o8 it 5 pyrudeckd, fga rpbiyet, two Greek, one Glagoliic and nine Old
@H TIAronHecky 1 AeeeT crapofbarapokn Bulgarian inscriptions, like the best known
HAINIICA, KATO HAM-W3BECTHIA © KTWTopcku v inscription by the founder. “Toupar built
racu: "Toynail  Hanpagw Lbpkeara Ha the church of “St George” ... (cut)
Ca.feopru™.. Maceqe/ kambkeT.. A rock... And Tongan from Polutesk
Touraw w3 Monyteck /Mmucka 2/... (Pliska?) ...both". Also curious are the
Jeamara” MoGonwTeTen npefwseikear w inscriptions confaining the names of the
HAMICHTE © WeHaTa Ha mosacire [avek, monks Damian, lan and Simo.

Han u Cumo.

24. Cranva A ¢ kpunta C-1 24, Cave cell with crypt C-1

Hamupa ce B HerocpefcTeera Gmuaccr  Itis situated close o the church B Sland
10 Ubpkea B 3 1 BKioYea kw1 rpobhila. includes a cell and a tomb. It is an ellms_e,
WMa enencoeupHa opma ¢ paamepd with the size of 3,55X2,40X1,60 m. There is
355X2,40%1,60 mB sanagrara wact e aplinth in its westem part, and a d_oor o the
DOPMEH MOCTAMEHT, 2 B cesepHara uva cryptin ihe northern part the crypt is a;ma{l
BPATA KbM KDHMTATA  Manko MpasobibiHo rectangular room of 1.55X12{_J m, with a
novelgHie 1,55%120 w, B nopa #a koero e rectangular burial chamber cut in ifre floor of
WACEYEHE MPEBOBIBAMA rpobHA Kamepa ¢ 1.25X052X0.30 m. In the upper part of the
paamep 1.25%0,5240,30 m. Bupxy crerure cell's wall fhere are about 50 carvings and
Ha KATAATA CA BPA3aHU 0kono 50 prcyrkn w - graffiti, mostly crosses  with equal bars,
aval rpadT, TpeoGnanaear Kpecrosere- Gresk, Mattese and even Golgoiic. Below
PaBHOpALEHHH, THbUKM, MATTHICKN W fopi the crosses, seven dragons are depicted,
ronrorcku. Nan KoLGTOBETE Ca wapucysary 7 and below the dragons there are four wolves.
[pakoHa, a N0l APakoHuTe 4 Bulka.
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